Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/MN

	Application No: 
	3/2005/1094/P

	Development Proposed:
	Illuminated fascia sign at 14 Castle Street, Clitheroe 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Clitheroe Civic Society – Objected to the application, but based on the misunderstanding that the sign included an element of internal illumination.  (I have written to the Civic Society explaining that there is no internal illumination and that Advertisement Consent has been granted subject to a condition to ensure that no internal illumination is fitted).



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents and Businesses

	A nearby business originally objected to the application on the same misunderstanding as the Civic Society.  When the true nature of the proposed sign was explained, this objection was withdrawn.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy S14 - Advertisements.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to the currently vacant former Martin’s newsagents shop on the east side of Castle Street between the Cancer Research Charity shop and Hampson’s Bakery shop.

The existing shop front has timber frames, pilasters and fascia.  With the exception of the alterations to the fascia described below, the shop front is not to be altered.

The existing fascia has a sloping face.  All the other shops in the immediate vicinity have straight vertical faces.  It is proposed to straighten the fascia by cutting part of it away.  The proposed sign for the new owners “Bodycare” would be placed on the straightened fascia.  It would be a relatively plain sign containing only the company name towards its right hand end.  The straightening of the fascia allows for lights to be discreetly fitted above the sign to provide external illumination.  The application forms and drawings did give the false impression that the letters in the company name were also to be internally illuminated.  The agent has confirmed that this is not the case and has agreed to a condition to prevent any internal illumination.

The proposed externally illuminated sign is in accordance with the policies of the Local Plan which are relevant given the location of the site within the Clitheroe Conservation Area.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposed sign would have no detriment effects upon the appearance of the property itself or upon the appearance and character of the Conservation Area.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional advertisement consent be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 12 January 2006 














