Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  
DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: SW/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0093/P - CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS

	Development Proposed:
	Application for Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use.  That being the use of land for holiday caravan site from 1 March to 31 October (red edge on plans) and use adjoining land (hatched red) for year round storage of caravans at Bridge Hey Wood Caravan Park, Dunkirk Farm, Read 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	Not consulted.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	N/A



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This is a Certificate of Lawfulness application for an existing use on a site that lies to the south of the A671 (Whalley Road) between the line of the dismantled railway and the River Calder.  The uses claimed are caravan site and caravan storage from 1957.  In support of the application letters have been submitted from persons that have both holiday static caravans and from those who have stored vans on the lower part of the site.  In terms of the planning history of the site, consent was granted under 3/80/1093/P for the renewal of a previous consent for use of land as caravan park.  That consent specified the occupancy of the site be restricted to the period between 1 March and 31 October each year but also stated the permission should be discontinued at the end of four years from the date of that consent, ie 9 December 1984.  However, that consent was never renewed but the use has continued since that time. 

As regards the storage area the applicant provided original receipt books which refer to the payment of rents for the periods 1992 and 1993.  In terms of planning history, consent had also been granted on the parcel of land for storage of touring caravans under 3/80/1335/P but again this should have ceased on 8 December 1984.  No renewal of consent was applied for but the provision of rent receipt books demonstrates that the use continued after that time and, indeed, up to the present day.

The receipt books show that 12 months storage was £80 but they also contain figures of £340 for 12 months up to March 1995 which cross references to the static site. 

Therefore, on the basis of the information submitted, I am satisfied that the uses outlined have existing for a period in excess of 10 years before the date of the application and are thus beyond the scope of enforcement.



	RECOMMENDATION: That the Certificate be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














