Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0166/P

	Development Proposed:
	Change of Use from commercial to the original residential use of front lounge at 41 Blackburn Road, Ribchester, Lancashire 



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish /Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) - No observations.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G4 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to a mid-terraced property within the Ribchester Conservation Area, in the village settlement boundary of Ribchester, as defined by the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan (adopted June 1998).

The property itself is of stone construction, and the front elevation currently has the large, shop front style window in. The lounge area of the house was previously used as an antiques showroom with business rates being charged for only 1/6th of the property, and the rest of the building has always retained its residential use. The front room has not been used as a retail use for 2 years as the previous owner retired on health grounds, and as such the proposal seeks formal consent to convert the front room back into its previous residential use.

It is considered that as the residential nature of the building has remained, this change of use will not result in a significant disturbance to the neighbouring dwellings, nor do I consider that there will be any highway implications.

As such, the application is recommended accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant visual impact on the building or adverse affect upon the setting of the Conservation Area. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 15/03/2006














