Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: MO/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0283/P

	Development Proposed:
	NEW FOOTBRIDGE TO REPLACE EXISTING STEPPING STONES AT NEWHOUSE STEPPING STONES, SLAIDBURN

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No observations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy RT19 - Development Which Prejudices Footpaths.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This planning application has been submitted by Lancashire County Council, who seek Ribble Valley Borough Council's observations on a proposed footbridge over the River Hodder (SD7181 5791) to allow footpath 1 (Easington) and footpath 4 (Bowland Forest High) to be walked more easily.  The footpath forms part of a circular route around Stocks Reservoir.  The proposal is for a 24m long, 2 span footbridge with concrete pier supports (with masonry facing), concrete steps and timber hand rails.  The proposal is similar to an earlier scheme undertaken at Skirden Beck, Bolton-by-Bowland (3/97/0735/P).  

The proposal would markedly improve the footpath network on this part of the Stocks Reservoir circular route and whilst it is a large structure in the AONB, it is designed in a manner sympathetic to the area.  The land rises steeply to the east and more gradually to the west and the site is therefore not prominent from public vantage points, other than from the footpath itself.  The Slaidburn to Bentham road is approximately 1km to the west and the proposal will not be readily visible from here.

It is for the above reasons that I recommend accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity, nor would it have an adverse visual impact or be to the detriment of highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That Lancashire County Council be advised that Ribble Valley Borough Council do not intend raising any objections.


DATE INSPECTED: 27 April 2006














