
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: MO/MN

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0287/P

	Development Proposed:
	Directional/promotional sign at Bolton Fold Farm, Further Lane, Mellor

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal.  There should be a time stipulation for the sign’s removal.

	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – It is recommended that this application be refused for the following reason:  

The establishment of private advance directional signs unrelated to highway requirements on land remote from the development site and positioned to attract the attention of drivers must at times distract drivers and create a hazard to road safety.  Furthermore, the approval of this sign would set an undesirable precedent which could lead to a proliferation of similar signs giving directions as to the whereabouts of premises sited off the main highway.

	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV3 - Development in Open Countryside.

Policy ENV4 - Green Belt.

Policy RT7 - Directional/Promotional Signs.

	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	G1, G5, ENV3, ENV4, RT7 – detrimental to highway safety and visual amenity.

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Advertisement Consent is sought for a directional sign advertising for sale properties at Woodfold Hall.  The site is on the inside corner of Further Lane and Preston New Road and is designated as both Green Belt and Open Countryside.  The total area of the two boards is 1.8m x 1.8m and this would be supported by 4m high posts.  The site itself is somewhat lower lying than Preston New Road, however, the size of the sign is such that it would be highly prominent feature thereby distracting passing motorists.  

Policy RT7 advises that planning approval will not be granted for signs that create a hazard for highway users or are harmful to the landscape quality of the area.  The proposal would urbanise this Green Belt area detracting from visual amenity.  The County Highway Surveyor has objected on the grounds that drivers would be distracted by the sign and that it would set an undesirable precedent leading to a proliferation of similar signs.

It is for these reasons that I consider the application should be resisted.



	RECOMMENDATION: That Advertisement Consent be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 4 MAY 2006 





TELEPHONE CLLRS:   NO














