Ribble Valley Borough Council  

                                                             `   
DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0293/P

	Development Proposed:
	Vehicle sales court including sales office at Deerpark Service Station, Clitheroe Road, Gisburn

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – The Parish Council had no objections to the original building approved for this site, but considers the building to which this current application relates to be visually detrimental to the fringe of Gisburn.  The Parish Councillors, however, feel that the proposal would be acceptable if granted on a temporary basis.  



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – The County Surveyor has no objections to the proposed development subject to similar requirements to those imposed on the previous permission 3/2005/0405/P regarding no prices or information being visible to passing motorists, the parking area being kept clear of any vehicles being displayed for sale, the surfacing and marking out of the customer parking area and ensuring that access is unobstructed at all times that the site is open for trading.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents and Businesses

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G4 - Settlement Strategy.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application site is on the south side of the A59 on the western edge of Gisburn opposite the Auction Mart and the petrol filling station.  In the Local Plan, the site is within the village boundary of Gisburn, but adjoining land to the east, west and south is open fields which are outside the village boundary.  The site, therefore, represents a somewhat isolated developed site on this side of the A59.  

The site previously comprised a single storey building of painted timber construction and corrugated sheet roof in a central position on the rear part of the site, with a petrol pump island and canopy in front of that building.  The remainder of the site was hard surfaced, and there were two access points into the site.

In January 2005, planning permission was granted for the change of use of the site to car showroom and sales (3/2004/1145/P).  In accordance with conditions imposed on that planning permission, the wall on the site frontage was altered, the western access was closed, and the eastern access was improved.  The former buildings on the site were also demolished.  

The site was purchased by Smallbone Cars of Cllitheroe, and, by application 3/2005/0405/P, permission was sought for the construction of a single storey motor vehicle showroom including reception offices and toilet facilities.  The building was to be in the centre/rear of the site in a similar position to the original buildings which have been demolished.  Its front and eastern side elevations were to be predominantly glazed, and the other external materials comprised facing bricks to the lower walls and plastic coated profiled metal sheets to the upper walls and to the roof. 

Subject to the use of appropriate materials and compliance with the requirements of the County Surveyor, that previous application was considered to be acceptable and was therefore approved subject to appropriate conditions.

The site is currently in use by the applicants with the majority of the area presently covered by vehicles for sale.  No works have been carried out on the previously approved building, but a small prefabricated single storey sales building with rendered walls and a pitched tiled roof has been sited in the south eastern rear corner of the site.  The applicants wish to operate using this sales building for a temporary period in order to assess the success or otherwise of the business before going to the expense of building the previously approved more substantial building.  

Subject to the permission being for a temporary period of two years, and the re-imposition of a number of conditions as required by the County Surveyor, I can see no sustainable objections to this current application.  



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal would have no detrimental effects on nearby residents or highway safety and, as the permission is granted on a temporary basis, there would not be any long term detriment to the appearance and character of the locality. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.
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