Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0359/P

	Development Proposed:
	Extension of existing gallop with 3m wide ride at Gisburn Park, Main Street, Gisburn

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – No LCC highway observations. 

Environmental Health - No comments or objections to make in respect of this application.


	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV3 - Development in Open Countryside.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to one of the fields in Gisburn Park, which is owned by the applicants, Panama Sport Horses, and lies within open countryside, just outside the village boundary of Ribchester as defined by the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan (adopted June1998).

Planning permission is sought for an extension to the all weather gallop that was granted in August 2005.  The applicants have stated in a letter submitted with the application that this facility is imperative to the future of the business which has been established at this site for 13 years and presently employs 9 people.

The gallop comprises a 3.5m wide approximately circular track with a diameter of approximately 170m.  The track comprises a hard-core stone base with sand and plastic chippings finish.  In parts, it has relatively unobtrusive white plastic railings adjoining its outside edge.  The gallop runs close to the outside edges of a field, which rises in the centre.  This means that only small parts of the gallop are visible from any particular vantage point.  Due to the generally undulating nature of surrounding land and tree screening (and the lack of any buildings in the development) the gallop does not have any seriously detrimental effects on the wider locality.  There is no dwellings close enough to be affected by the development.

As such, bearing in mind the above comments, I do not consider that the location of the proposed gallop extension is detrimental to the surrounding area. The application is therefore recommended accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The all weather gallop is an important facility for an established business, which does not have any seriously detrimental effects on the appearance of the locality, the amenities of any nearby residents or highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 31/05/2006














