
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: SW/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/06/0536/P

	Development Proposed:
	INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED FREESTANDING ID SIGN AT MCDONALDS RESTAURANT, RIBBLE VALLEY ENTERPRISE PARK, A59, CLITHEROE BY-PASS, CLITHEROE

	CONSULTATIONS: Town Council

	Town Council – Members of the Parish Council have now considered this application.

They appreciate the necessity for signs, but feel that they should be sympathetic to their surroundings and the local environment.

It is considered that the proposed combined sign is much too high and too wide, and does not meet these criteria.

It is felt that it would be a serious distraction to motorists on what will be a busy roundabout, and would constitute an eyesore in this rural location.  The petrol sign should be located on the filling station forecourt.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) - The proposed sign is located away from the site it relates to and on a busy roundabout junction.  This unnecessary distraction is positioned to attract the attention of drivers just when they should be focussing on other turning traffic.  Therefore in the interests of highway safety, this application should be refused.

Note: Advance direction signs advising of services available within the enterprise park are currently being designed.

Environment Agency – N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV3 - Development in Open Countryside.

Policy RT7 - Directional/Promotional Signs.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	G1, ENV3, RT7 – Detrimental to highway safety and visual amenity.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application seeks approval for an internally illuminated freestanding ID sign to the side of the A59 in place of the existing McDonalds sign.  The sign would be approximately 5m in height, displaying a Somerfield’s essentials logo with price indicators.  All text and price numbers would be back illuminated only – the main panels would be non-illuminated.  On top of this would be the McDonalds logo and letter M, which measures a further 2m being illuminated.  Whilst the plans annotate that this is the existing sign this is incorrect.  It is in fact the logo that was originally applied for under 3/01/0166/P but which was considered unsatisfactory.

The main issues to consider in the determination of this application relate to the visual impact caused by the sign and its affects on highway safety.  With regard to the latter, the County Surveyor has commented that such a sign would cause a distraction to drivers at this roundabout location and thus prove detrimental to highway safety interests.

Guidance on control of outdoor advertisements is provided in PPG19 which states that in consideration of amenity “in the open countryside, the landform and quality of the immediate surroundings, and whether the advertisement respects natural contours, landscape character and background features against which it will been seen, will be amongst the relevant factors”.  I am of the opinion that the size and character of this sign would not adequately relate to its predominantly rural setting and should thus also be resisted in the interests of visual amenity.



	RECOMMENDATION: That advertisement consent be refused.
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TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














