Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0799/P

	Development Proposed:
	RAISED FLOWER BED IN NATURAL STONE WITH AN INTEGRAL SEAT ON LAND IN FRONT OF 1 AND 3 ACCRINGTON ROAD, WHALLEY

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – The Parish Council has no objections, but comments that access for emergency services could be compromised, and that a long term maintenance agreement should be sought.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – No highway observations to make.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents & Businesses

	A letter has been received from a nearby business, who express full support for the application as they believe that it would be a great asset to the village and would inhibit the use of the area as a parking and turning area which has proven to be dangerous in the past.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to a triangular piece of land which is in front of nos 1 and 3 Accrington Road and to the side of the Swan Hotel Public House, adjoining the mini roundabout at the junction of Accrington Road and King Street in Whalley village centre.

In the past, this land has frequently been used for the parking or turning of vehicles (often associated with the former use of 1 Accrington Road as a taxi booking office).  These uses of the land are seriously detrimental to highway safety.  The application seeks permission for a circular raised flower bed incorporating a seat.  It would have a diameter of 3m, would be 0.9m high and would be constructed using reclaimed natural stone to match neighbouring buildings.

Forming the raised flower bed in this location should prevent the unsafe parking and turning practices and, subject to the submission of details of the stone for approval, would also, in my opinion, represent an improvement in the visual amenities of the locality.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposed development would result in improvements to visual amenity and highway safety, and would not have any detrimental effects upon the amenities of any nearby residents.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














