Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: MO

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0902/P

	Development Proposed:
	Erection of stand alone timber bird hide adjacent to Stocks Reservoir, Slaidburn

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – No observations have been received. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	One letter of support has been received which comments that the hide will enable more accurate bird counts (during inclement weather) and bring the additional benefit of allowing bird watchers and members of the general public to view birds without disturbing them.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 – Development Control.

Policy G5 – Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV1 – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV9 – Important Wildlife Site.

Policy RT1 – General Recreation and Tourism Policy.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This planning application details a small timber bird hide to be erected adjacent to a dry stone wall overlooking Stocks Reservoir.  The proposal is to be accessed via a footpath through Gisburn Forest from the visitor car park.  The site is within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and also on the edge of the Stocks Reservoir Biological Heritage Site.  The structure would be supported by stilts having a maximum height of 3m.  The footprint is 3.6m x 2.4m.  The use is one that will be compatible with the area and is unlikely to give rise to any adverse affects on amenity.  Adjacent woodland will provide ample screening and the stone wall will also screen the lower section of the building from the west.  Materials to be used in construction are considered appropriate, these being timber cladding and corrugated bitumen roofing.

The scale of the proposal and method of construction are such that there is unlikely to be any adverse impact on the Biological Heritage Site.

It is for the above reasons that I recommend accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity, nor would it have an adverse visual impact or be to the detriment of highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 29 November 2006














