Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: SW/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0917/P

	Development Proposed:
	Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use, that use being that the rally field (as identified on the location map) has been used for the siting of touring caravans and tented camping accommodation on a continuous basis for the past 40 years.  The site has the advantage of supporting services including toilet facilities as identified in the applicant’s statutory declaration.  Occasion raising of livestock has been employed to keep the grass short in keeping with the camping and caravanning activity.  Resubmission at Angram Green Farm, Worston.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – Not consulted.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	Not consulted.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	N/A



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This is a Certificate of Lawfulness application to determine whether the use of a field at Angram Green Farm, identified as the rally field, has been used for the siting of tourist caravans and tented camping accommodation on a continuous basis for the last 40 years.  The site has supporting services including toilet facilities and is located within land designated open countryside.  

The applicant has submitted a statutory declaration along with letters from other people and two copies of the Ribble Valley Explorer from 2005 and 2006 as examples of adverts that have been placed since 1993.  Given this information, I do not believe that the existence of caravans at certain dates on the site can be questioned, but the fundamental issue is in the determination of this application is whether there has been continuous use over and above the permitted development allowance.  

I have received information that counters the statements put forward by the applicant and, whilst this is not in the form of sworn statements it does raise questions over the evidence put forward in favour of the Certificate. 

A memo to the Legal Services Manager within the application file clearly documents the evidence put forward by both sides and there is clear conflict between the written evidence as to the past use of the rally field.  A request has been made of the applicant to see whether they are able to provide any hard evidence in the form of receipts/bills/invoices etc but have been told he cannot.

There does not appear to be any planning history on the rally field – not even for the erection of the toilet block.  Checks have also been made with the Environmental Health Section to ascertain whether a site licence has been issued for Angram Green.  If it was operating as a bona fide touring caravan site outside the permitted development allowance for rallies, it should have a site licence – no such licence has been issued according to their records.

Therefore, given the inconclusive evidence I do not believe that the case has been proven for the use over and above what the permitted development allowance would be for rallies and, it is for this reason that the application should be refused.  



	

	

	RECOMMENDATION: That the Certificate of Lawfulness be refused. 


DATE INSPECTED: 





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:

















