Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0938/P

	Development Proposed:
	ERECTION OF STEEL PORTAL FRAME AGRICULTURAL BUILDING TO BE USED FOR CALF HOUSING AT SUNDERLAND HALL FARM, NIGHTFIELD LANE, BALDERSTONE

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No comments or observations received within the 21 day statutory consultation period.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.  (Although none were notified as there are no other dwellings in the vicinity of this site.)



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV3 - Development in Open Countryside.

Policy SPG – “Agricultural Buildings and Roads”.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Sunderland Hall Farm is a substantial agricultural holding of in excess of 500 acres, with in excess of 500 head of cattle.  This is situated in an isolated location at the northern end of Nightfield Lane, Balderstone. There are no other properties in the vicinity of the farm buildings complex.

Permission is sought for a building which will be used accommodate calves reared at the holding which are currently accommodated within traditional buildings but which are suffering ill health problems due to poor ventilation.  The proposed building will measure 40ft x 60ft (12.2m x 18.3m).  It is to be sited close to the existing group of buildings in an area that presently has no beneficial use.  It is close to the dairy from where milk for feeding the calves will be obtained and the building is a reasonable distance away from the other farm buildings in order to help prevent the spread of disease and provide appropriate ventilation.  As the building is only being used to accommodate young stock, the eaves height is only 10ft (3m).The proposed external materials of concrete block to the lower walls, timber boarding to the upper walls and grey coloured roof sheets are acceptable. The building will be screened by the existing buildings on one side and by mature trees on the other sides, such that, in my opinion, it will have no detrimental effects upon visual amenity.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal represents an appropriate form of development and given its design, size and location, would not result in visual detriment to the surrounding countryside, nor would its use have an adverse impact on highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 30 NOVEMBER 2006














