Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0947/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of 2 No photo voltaic cells at Bowland Wild Boar Park, Chipping

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy RT1 - General Recreation and Tourism Policy.

Policy G8 - Environmental Considerations.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to the existing Bowland Wild Boar Park tourist attraction which is in an isolated rural location within the AONB near Chipping.  

Permission is sought for two photo voltaic cells to be erected on the low lying ground which forms the main part of the park.  Each cell would have a surface area of approximately 16m2 and they would each be affixed to a tilting and rotating mechanism.  Depending upon the angle of tilt, the height of the structures would range between 3.5m and 7m.  

This part of the Wild Boar Park is surrounded by higher ground and/or mature trees, such that the cells would hardly be visible in the wider landscape.  As an integral part of this tourist facility, I do not, in any event, consider the appearance of the cells to be objectionable.  In a covering letter submitted with the application, the applicants agent makes the following points in explanation and support of the proposal;

· As the site does not have mains electricity, the electricity on the site is provided by a generator, which uses approximately 4000-5000 gallons of diesel per year. The proposed cells and the proposed wind turbine (which is the subject of a separate application) will reduce this by approximately 75% with obvious environmental benefits.  

· The power generated by both the cells and the wind turbine would be used for private use only, for powering the requirements of the Boar Park.  

· It is their clients intention, if planning permission is granted, that both the wind turbine and the photo voltaic cells would become an additional feature of the Boar Park attractions, forming the main elements of an additional educational display relating to alternative energy.  

Given the environmental benefits of the proposal, and the improvements it will bring to the recreational and educational facilities of the park, I can see no objections to this application.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal will provide both a renewable energy source and an additional feature at this tourist facility without any seriously detrimental effects upon the appearance and character of the Forest Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.



	RECOMMENDATION: That planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 8 February 2007














