
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: AD/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2006/0982/P

	Development Proposed:
	Internally, statically illuminated sign consisting of 1 x set of 350mm letters and logo, 1 x projector 740mm x 600mm at 7 Church Street, Clitheroe 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council – Concern that the proposal is to have the internal sign illuminated in a conservation area. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Lancashire County Council (Highways) – No LCC highway observations.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.

Policy ENV19 - Listed Buildings.

Policy S14 - Advertisements.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	The proposed signage would be harmful to the character and appearance of Clitheroe Conservation Area because of its means of illumination, undue prominence and materials.This would be contrary to Policies ENV16 and S14 of the Districtwide Local Plan and Policy 21 of the Joint Lancashire Structure Plan.  



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	7 Church Street is a prominent three storey building within Clitheroe Conservation Area.  It has a three- bay street frontage in a distinct and interesting gothic style and is faced and adjoined by listed buildings.

The Clitheroe Conservation Area Appraisal (The Conservation Studio, 2005) suggests 7 Church Street to be a Building of Townscape Interest making a positive contribution to the Conservation Area.  The Appraisal refers to ‘Church Street, the best area of Clitheroe’s historic townscape’ in the Summary of Special Interest.  Church Street is also said to contain ‘Clitheroe’s best examples of Georgian building and, together with the street’s stone paving, trees and well kept historic buildings is the town’s best area of townscape culminating in St Mary Magdalene’s Church at the top of the rise’.  A principal negative feature of the Historic Core Character Area of Clitheroe Conservation Area is said to be ‘Garish commercial signs and advertising’.

In 1999 advertisement consent was granted for fascia and hanging signage at 7 Church Street following negotiation and replacement of an original scheme to display internally illuminated signs.

Policy S14 of the Local Plan relates.Paragraph 9.12.5 states that ‘The projecting internally illuminated plastic and metal sign is generally an unsatisfactory alternative as its materials and illumination would be out of keeping with traditional buildings, particularly in conservation areas’.

Paragraph 9.12.7 states that ‘Preference will be given to externally illuminated hanging projecting signs rather than internally or externally illuminated fascia signs’.  

In my opinion the proposed adverts because of their materials, means of illumination and design (extent, prominence and siting) would be harmful to the character and appearance of this particularly sensitive part of Clitheroe Conservation Area.  



	RECOMMENDATION: That advertisement consent be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














