Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0145/P

	Development Proposed:
	Community park for Gisburn and surrounding area comprising 3 areas for children aged 2-5, 6-10, and 11 plus to be screened from the road by trees/shrubs with the play equipment to include sports area and cycle track at field off Burnley Road, adjacent to Gisburn Festival Hall, Gisburn.  

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – Does not object to this community facility subject to the provision of a footway from the site access up to the A682 to enable pedestrians to use the adopted footway up from the A59 and cross Bentlea Road to a safe landing area.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	None received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV3 - Development in Open Countryside.

Policy RT1 - General Recreation and Tourism Policy.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to the field on raised ground to the south of the new festival hall car park and to the east of Burnley Road (A682).  

Notwithstanding that the site is outside the settlement boundary of Gisburn, I consider it to be an appropriate location for the proposed play park in that it is on the same side of the A682 as most of the village, which is beneficial to pedestrian/highway safety; it utilises the existing festival hall car park; it does not immediately adjoin any residential properties; and it has been well designed such that it would not have any seriously detrimental effects on visual amenity.

Overall, therefore, subsequent to appropriate conditions, I can see no objections to this application for a community facility which appears to have the full support of the Parish Council.  



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposed community facility would have no significant detrimental impact on visual amenity, nearby residential amenity or highway safety.  



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 6 March 2007














