
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: GT/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0333/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of a 20kw domestic wind powered generator on 18m mast on land to the east of Cuttock Clough Barn plus 3m x 3m shed for switchgear at Cuttock Clough Barn, Slaidburn Road, Waddington, Lancashire for Stephen Tasker.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – Councillors do not feel qualified to make a judgement on this application. It’s desirability or otherwise would largely depend on the amount of noise the wind-powered generator would produce.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G8 – Environmental Considerations.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV24 – Renewable Energy

Policy ENV25 – Renewable Energy

Policy ENV26 – Wind Energy.

PPS22 – Renewable Energy.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Proposal by virtue of its size and siting would be contrary to Policies G1, ENV1, ENV24, ENV25, ENV26 and PPS 22 of the Districtwide Local Plan in that it would represent an incursion into the open landscape to the detriment of the visual amenity of the area.

Creation of an adverse precedent.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application seeks permission for a 20 kw domestic wind powered generator on an 18m high mast on land to the rear of Cuttock Clough Barn. The site is located approx. 480m to the east of the B6478, on agricultural land within the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty as defined by the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan (adopted June 1998). The generator tower will be secured by 4 sets of cables, anchored at 12m distances from the tower.

The main issues to look at with this application are:

· 
the visual impact the erection of the mast will have on the area,

· 
the potential impact the mast may have on the residential amenity of nearby neighbours, and

· 
how the proposal compares to the relevant Planning Policies, both Local and National.

Seven letters have been received by the Planning Department raising objection to this proposal. The main points being:

1. Noise Impact from the installation,

2. Proximity of development to properties (although far enough away from the applicant’s)

3. Impact and inconvenience from construction works,

4. Views of local countryside, namely Pendle Hill, would be affected,

5. 20 kw wind powered generator is an industrial and not domestic generator,

6. Surely there are more suitable alternatives to this type of renewable energy,

7. Has there been a wind survey performed to ensure that this is the most suitable location for a mast?

8. Inappropriate within the AONB,

9. Impact on wildlife and habitats,

10. None of the nearby neighbours have been consulted and none of them agree with the proposal,

11. impact on users of the adjacent footpath.

Planning Policy Statement 22: Renewable Energy states that “In sites with nationally recognised designations (Sites of Special Scientific Interest, National Nature Reserves, National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Heritage Coasts, Scheduled Monuments, Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings, Registered Historic Battlefields and Registered Parks and Gardens) planning permission for renewable energy projects should only be granted where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of designation of the area will not be compromised by the development, and any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are clearly outweighed by the environmental, social and economic benefits. Small-scale developments should be permitted within areas such as National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Heritage Coasts provided that there is no significant environmental detriment to the area concerned.”

With regards to the Local Plan Policies, ENV25 states that “In assessing proposals for renewable energy schemes, the Borough Council will have particular regard to the immediate and wider impact of the proposed development on the landscape, and AONB” and Policy ENV26 states that “Development proposals within or close to the Area of Outstanding Natural beauty will not be allowed, unless;

· the proposal cannot be better located outside such statutory designated areas,

· the proposal is acceptable in environmental and landscape terms; and

· any adverse environmental impacts as far as practicable have been mitigated.

The Planning Statement submitted by the applicant aims to show that the proposal complies with the relevant National and Local Planning Policies, however I am inclined to disagree. The proposed wind turbine is to be located on land within the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, within 60m of a residential property and adjacent to a public footpath. The relevant Local and National Policies all note that proposal of this nature should only be approved where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of the designation of the area are not compromised, and that there are no significant environmental impacts on the area as a whole. In this case, it is considered that the objectives of the designated area are compromised, as the proposal will have a significant environmental and visual impact.

Insufficient details regarding the noise impact created by the turbine have been submitted, and due to the close proximity of the public footpath and the nearby neighbour, I consider that they will certainly be affected to some degree by the noise created by the wind turbine whilst in use.

As such, bearing in mind the above information and facts, the siting, design, height and nature of the development, it is considered that the application is not in accordance with the relevant policies, and it is therefore recommended that this application be refused.



	RECOMMENDATION: That permission be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 19/04/2007





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














