
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: CS/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0388/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed installation of a 10kw wind powered generator on a 12m free standing tower on land to the north of Clerk Hill Road and to the rear of the abattoir at the Abattoir site off Clerk Hill Road, Wiswell

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – Object to the application as they have not been provided with sufficient details to enable them to properly assess its impact.  The Parish Council questions why a turbine which is below the skyline needs to be white or silver coloured rather than, for example, green or brown so as to blend in more readily with the background.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	A letter has been received from the owners/occupiers of the nearest dwelling to the site and also one from a resident of Great Harwood, in which the following objections to the proposal are made:

1.
   Noise nuisance to the nearby residents and also the noise could frighten horses being ridden in the vicinity and could also be harmful to cows and sheep in nearby fields.

2.   Visual intrusion.

3.   The “flicker” effect caused by the turning blades intermittently blocking out sunlight.  This will affect the nearest house and its garden.

4.   General adverse impact on the neighbours due to the close proximity of the turbine to their home.

5.   Proximity to public footpaths and bridleways.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy 20 – Joint Lancashire Structure Plan – Lancashire’s Landscapes

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV24 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV25 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV26 - Wind Energy.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Policy 20 Joint Lancashire Structure Plan and Policies G1, ENV1, ENV24, ENV25, ENV 26 of the Local Plan – detriment to the appearance of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the amenities of nearby residents.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application seeks planning permission for a 10kw wind turbine comprising 8m long blades affixed to the top of a 12m high tower giving a maximum height of 16m.  The tower and blades are to be white in colour and the tower is to be supported by wires extending up to 8m out from its base.  The wind turbine is to be sited to the rear of the existing abattoir buildings but will be clearly visible from the numerous nearby public footpaths and also from more distant vantage points.  

There is very little information submitted with the application with respect to its likely noise impact on the adjacent dwelling or appropriate photo montages etc in order for its effects on the appearance of the locality (which is within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) to be properly assessed.  The County Council AONB Officer has expressed serious concerns about the effects of the proposed turbine on the local landscape, but has requested that a decision be deferred in order for more information to be requested and subsequently considered.

The applicant has erected (without planning permission) a wind turbine of an entirely different design (which is likely to be the subject of separate enforcement proceedings).  In these circumstances, I consider there to be sufficient and justifiable reasons (concerning detrimental effects on the appearance of the AONB and also upon the amenities of the nearby dwelling) to refuse this current application. 

I therefore recommend that planning permission be refused for such reasons and also for a reason concerning precedent.



	RECOMMENDATION: That permission be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 16 MAY 2007





TELEPHONE CLLRS:   NO


DATE:














