Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: GT/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0405/P

	Development Proposed:
	Retrospective Application for 2 x Metal Stands at 1 & 2 Highfield Road and 1 x Sign at end of Highfield Road for CLP (Clitheroe) Ltd, Units 1 & 2 Highfield Road, Clitheroe, Lancashire, BB7 1AQ.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Clitheroe Town Council – No observations or comments have been received within the statutory 21-day consultation period.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Country Surveyor – He would like to recommend refusal of this application on highway safety grounds. It is not acceptable for business signs to incorporate direction arrows within their design, as this is distracting to motorists and undermines the effectiveness of existing, legitimate highway signing. Therefore, I would recommend the removal of the following, offending signage;

Location 2 - Signing to “automotion” and “J H Hargreaves”

Location 3 - Signing to “automotion” and “J H Hargreaves”

Location 4 - Signing to “automotion”

However, I would have no objection to suitably designed signs being introduced for these businesses at these locations and utilising the existing posts.



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	One letter has been received from the owner of the adjacent property, on which one of the signs has been placed. This sign is being removed by the applicant. They have no objections to the other signs.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy S14 - Advertisements.

Policy RT7 – Directional Promotional Signs.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	The proposed signs by virtue of their design and location are considered to be contrary to Policies G1 and RT7 of the Districtwide Local Plan in that they would lead to conditions to the detriment of highway safety.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to land at Unit 1 & 2 Highfield Road, Clitheroe and at the end of Highfield Road at the junction with Peel Street, within the settlement boundary of Clitheroe as defined by the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan (adopted June 1998). Advertisement consent is sought for 2 x Metal Stands at 1 & 2 Highfield Road and 1 x sign at end of Highfield Road.
The plans as originally submitted showed 4 proposed signs, 2 x Metal Stands at 1 & 2 Highfield Road and 2 x signs at end of Highfield Road, however as the applicant did not have permission from the owner of the opposite building, they removed the sign from the building in question.

The County Surveyor would like to recommend refusal of this application on highway safety grounds, as it is not acceptable for business signs to incorporate direction arrows within their design as this is distracting to motorists and undermines the effectiveness of existing, legitimate highway signing. However, he would have no objection to suitably designed signs being introduced for these businesses at these locations and utilising the existing posts. As such, it is considered that the application does not comply with the relevant policies, and its approval would thus be detrimental to highway safety in the area, and it is therefore recommended that this application be refused.

Therefore, I would recommend the immediate removal of the following, offending signage;

Location 2 - Signing to “automotion” and “J H Hargreaves”

Location 3 - Signing to “automotion” and “J H Hargreaves”

Location 4 - Signing to “automotion”



	RECOMMENDATION: That planning permission be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 31/05/2007














