
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0440/P

	Development Proposed:
	Erection of 6kw wind turbine with TM1500 15m mast to provide a supply of electricity to the two holiday cottages and the CL caravan park at Marl Barn, Tosside

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – The Parish Council supports the views expressed to them by a number of local residents who feel very strongly that, if permission is granted, the turbine will be a prominent feature of the landscape which will be visible for miles around and that this is not desirable in such a beautiful area.  The Parish Council therefore feels that the application should  not be approved.  



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	Three letters have been received from residents of Tosside who consider that the proposed turbine would be visible for many miles (more so from Tosside than from Slaidburn) and would be seriously detrimental to the appearance of the AONB.  They also consider that a permission in this case would set an undesirable precedent.  



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy 20 – Joint Lancashire Structure Plan – Lancashire’s Landscapes.

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV24 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV25 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV26 - Wind Energy.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Policy 20 – Joint Lancashire Structure Plan and G1, ENV1, ENV24, ENV25 and ENV26 – detriment to the appearance of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Planning permission is sought for a 6kw wind turbine comprising blades with a diameter of 5.5m affixed to the top of the 15m tower giving a maximum height of 17.75m.  The blades and turbine head would be matt black and the tower would be a dull grey coloured galvanised steel.  

The turbine is to be sited on high and exposed ground between Tosside and Slaidburn in an area where there is very little natural tree screening (and none immediately adjoining the proposed site of the turbine).  Very little information, in the form of photo montages for example, has been submitted with the application in order for its effects on the appearance of the locality to be properly assessed.  The County Council AONB Officer has expressed serious concerns about the effects of the proposed turbine on the local landscape, but has requested that a decision be deferred in order for more information to be requested and subsequently considered.  

Having carried out my own site visit, however, I am of the opinion that the very exposed and prominent nature of the site is such that the turbine would form a highly visible and incongruous feature in the landscape to the serious detriment of the appearance of the AONB and that the application should therefore be refused for this reason.  I therefore recommend accordingly.



	RECOMMENDATION: That permission be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 20 June 2007





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














