Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: AD/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0537/P (PA)

	Development Proposed:
	Extension to existing swimming pool to provide a fitness room, all weather changing facility and staff office.  An additional entrance gives access to the extension and provides circulation to the existing pool viewing area.  To improve the sports facilities within the college and meet DDA compliance at The Swimming Pool Building, Stonyhurst College

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	English Heritage – Do not wish to comment in detail but offer the general observation that they cannot condone the inclusion of aluminium windows in the context of a registered garden and grade I listed building; would prefer to see wooden conservation grade windows substituted.  RVBC are urged to address this issue.  Recommend that the application be determined in accordance with national and local policy guidance and on the basis of RVBC specialist advice.  

Garden History Society – Do not wish to comment but would emphasise that this does not in any way signify either approval or disapproval of the proposals.

RVBC Countryside Officer – The proposed site plan indicates the loss of one tree, this is overly optimistic.From site observation believes that the proposed pool extension will result in the loss of the first two to three rows of the adjacent stand of trees.

However, whilst individually trees within the stand cannot be considered as specimen trees, collectively the stand is of some visual amenity value, which would not be undermined to any extent by the loss of trees in order to facilitate the construction of the extension.

LCC (Highways) – The proposal does not present any traffic or access problems that require further highway comment. A suitable level of parking is maintained and no issue with the movement of vehicles or students in this area.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

Policy ENV19 - Listed Buildings.

Policy ENV21 - Historic Parks and Gardens.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy 21 – Joint Lancashire Structure Plan

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	In April 1986 planning permission was granted for the erection of a swimming pool, two squash courts and ancillary accommodation.  

A design and access statement has been submitted which includes an explanation of and justitfication for the scheme.

This is a prominent site adjacent to one of the College’s main access roads.In my opinion the proposal has an acceptable impact upon the setting of the grade I and Grade II listed buildings and the character of the grade II* listed historic park and garden. I would agree with RVBC’s Countryside Officer in respect to tree loss representation on the plans and the impact of works on the visual amenity of this tree stand.  Whilst mindful of the comments of English Heritage in respect to window material, I am also conscious that this is a modern extension to a modern building and would be concerned that a decision requesting timber windows might not be sustained at appeal.

In my opinion listed building consent does not appear to be required for this development as it does not appear to include demolition, alteration or extension of a listed building (see Section 7 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990).



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has an acceptable impact upon the setting of the listed buildings and the character of the registered historic park and garden.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














