Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: AD/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2007/0568/P (LBC)

	Development Proposed:
	TAKE DOWN AND RECONSTRUCT NORTH-EAST SPANDREL AND WING WALL.  PROVIDE CONCRETE BACKING TO RECONSTRUCTION.  PRESSURE POINT ALL JOINTS ON STRUCTURE (WORKS ARE ESSENTIAL STRENGTHENING, NO ALTERATION TO THE STRUCTURE IS TAKING PLACE) AT SAWLEY BRIDGE, SAWLEY BRIDGE ROAD, SAWLEY

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No comments or observations received within the 21 day statutory consultation period.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	English Heritage & historic amenity societies – consulted.  English Heritage do not wish to offer any comments on this occasion.  Recommend that application be determined in accordance with national and local policy guidance, and on the basis of RVBC specialist conservation advice.  If minded to grant consent, please forward EH comments to Government Office in line with circular 01/2001.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

Policy ENV19 - Listed Buildings.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.

Joint Lancashire Structure Plan Policy 21.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Sawley Bridge is Grade II listed.  The list description suggests it is c.1800 with earlier remains; on the western side there are outer chamfered arches around the voussoirs; the soffits of the arches have straight joints which suggest that the bridge has been widened.

The Sawley Conservation Area Appraisal (April 2007) includes “The historic bridge” amongst the Summary of Special Interest.  The Appraisal map shows that the bridge features in Important Views from Bank View Cottages as well as being a vantage point for such views.

Listed Building Consent is sought for strengthening works to the bridge’s northernmost arch which includes the rebuilding of its west elevation spandrel and wing wall.  The agent advises that this is the latest phase of strengthening to the bridge (previous work undertaken 30 years ago).  The agent has also clarified (letter and plans submitted appear to have conflicting descriptions) the above location for the proposed works.  

A letter (11 June 2007) submitted by the applicant states that the structure was assessed in 1998 and the west spandrel wall found to have suffered lateral movement failure.  Further monitoring has shown that the spandrel wall is showing signs of movement.  It is, therefore, recommended that a mass concrete retaining wall be provided to move the live load surcharge from the spandrel wall and that the spandrel wall be reconstructed to correct the lean.

The 1998 report suggested in respect of the superstructure for the whole bridge that no action be taken other than re-pointing circumferential cracks in the arches and monitoring movement.  The letter of the 11 June 2007 confirms that pointing will be undertaken whilst the road is closed and the application form refers to “pressure point all joints on  structure”.

The plan ‘Notes’ refer at point 9 to “Any bat roosts are to be left unpointed”.The agent has confirmed (1 August 2007) that a a bat survey has been undertaken and its recommendations are to be acted upon.

Point 6 states that mortar for pointing is to be approved by Ribble Valley Borough Council under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

I am mindful that English Heritage (and some of the historic amenity societies), has conservation engineer expertise, and does not  wish to offer any comments on this occasion.  In my opinion the works will disrupt historic fabric and will detrimentally affect the character of the listed building.  However, the works are necessary to ensure highway safety and to keep the bridge in good repair and I would, therefore, recommend that listed building consent be granted.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has a justifiable impact upon the character and setting of the listed building.



	RECOMMENDATION: That listed building consent be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














