Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2008/0037/P

	Development Proposed:
	Sports wall at Whalley CE Primary School, Church Lane, Whalley

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – No observations, although greater detail in the plans would have aided the decision making process.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Permission is sought for two sports walls on the playground at the rear of the school.  Each of these would comprise a goal in the centre with two side panels of fencing, giving a total length for each unit of 13.5m.  Each unit would be 2.65m high, although adjustable netball posts (two in each unit) would have a maximum height of 3.5m.

The units would be of steel construction although their external colour finish is not stated in the application details.

Their location at the rear of the school building and their orientation is such that, whilst they can be seen from The Sands, they are not particularly prominent within the Conservation Area.  I do not therefore consider that they would have any seriously detrimental effects upon the appearance of the Conservation Area, and there are no residential properties close enough to be adversely affected by the proposal.

Nearby residents have been notified and the application has been advertised as development affecting the Conservation Area.  No representations, however, have been received as a result of this notification/advertisement.

Whilst appreciating the comments of the Parish Council, I consider that there is sufficient information in the application to allow the thorough and proper consideration of the application.

The one matter which is not fully detailed in the application (ie the external colour of the equipment) is covered by an appropriate condition.

Overall, I can see no sustainable reasons for refusal of this application, and I therefore recommend accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal would have no significant detrimental effects upon the amenities of any nearby residents or upon the appearance of the Conservation Area.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 6 FEBRUARY 2008














