Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2008/0165/P

	Development Proposed:
	Erection of 10kw wind turbine on a 12m mast at Parsonage Farm, York Road, Wilpshire

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV4 - Green Belt.

Policy ENV24 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV25 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV26 - Wind Energy.

Planning Policy Guidance 2: Greenbelts.

Planning Policy Statement 22 – Renewable Energy.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Parsonage Farm is a farmhouse and a group of agricultural buildings in an open countryside location close to the junction of Parsonage Road, Rishton Road and York Road in the Parish of Wilpshire and in the Greenbelt.  

To the north east of the group of farm buildings there is the rising ground of Wilpshire Moor that is part of the farm.

Planning permission is sought for the erection of a 10kw wind turbine on a 12m mast on the higher ground approximately 90m to the north east of the group of farm buildings.  In this area of scattered development, the nearest dwelling (other than the applicants own house) is on York Road approximately 100m to the south east of the proposed position of the turbine.

Comprehensive noise details have been submitted with the application which, in the opinion of the Environmental Health Officer, demonstrate ‘that the proposed turbine will not cause any noise nuisance to neighbouring properties’.

This is a relatively small turbine and mast that will principally be viewed from the lower ground to the south.  It will therefore mainly be viewed against the higher ground to the north.  

The site is within the Greenbelt but it is not affected by any other international or national designation (such as SSSI or AONB etc).  This single small mast and turbine will not, in my opinion, detract from the openness of the Greenbelt nor would it have any seriously detrimental effects on the appearance of the locality.  As such, the proposal does not, in my opinion, contravene the guidance comprised in PPG2 and PPS22, nor does it contravene the relevant policies of the Local Plan.  As such, I can see no objections to the proposal and I recommend accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposed wind turbine would have no seriously detrimental effects upon the visual amenities of the locality, the openness of the Greenbelt or the amenities of any nearby residents. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 19 August 2008














