
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: SW/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2008/0358/P

	Development Proposed:
	Totem pole sign with internal static illumination at Homebase, Queensway, Clitheroe

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No comments or observations received within the 21 day statutory consultation period.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – I do not consider that the location of the proposed sign is appropriate.  The size and prominence of this large totem sign will distract motorists as they approach the zebra crossing on Queensway and has the potential to take prominence over pedestrians in the drivers line of vision.  There is considerable scope to relocate the sign to the north east and place it along the extensive length of uninterrupted development frontage to the north west side of Queensway.  I would have no objection to the sign being placed in this vicinity provided it is a minimum of 50m in advance of the zebra crossing.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	G1 – Detrimental to visual amenity and highway safety.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application details the erection of a double sided totem sign with approximate dimensions of 2.5m (width) x 6m (height).  It would be set to the south-eastern corner of the site approximately 12m to the north of the zebra crossing over Queensway.  In considering applications for signage it is matters of highway safety and visual amenity that need to be assessed.  It is evident from the observations of the County Surveyor that in its suggested position the sign would act as a distraction to drivers given its proximity to the zebra crossing and thus highway safety would be compromised.

In respect of visual amenity I am mindful of the fact that the sign will only be visible to drivers once they are actually travelling along Queensway – it will not be visible from the roundabout with Whalley Road.  Therefore 6m in height is, I believe, excessive for a sign with localised attraction.

For drivers travelling in an easterly direction they will have passed the entrance before the sign is visible (hidden by trees) and for those heading westwards the building itself is clearly visible from the inner by-pass.  If considering the wider street scene there are signs set to the north east for units but they are not as high as that proposed here.  I am of the opinion that at 6m in height it would appear to be over dominant in the street scene and would detract from the visual amenities of the area.

For these reasons the scheme should be resisted.



	RECOMMENDATION: That permission be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 9 JUNE 2008
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