
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: AD/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2008/0811/P (AC) & 3/20080812/P (LBC)

	Development Proposed:
	Retrospective application for 1 No internally illuminated wall mounted sign on rear elevation at Houldsworths Solicitors, 2-4 Duck Street, Clitheroe 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Lancashire County Council (Highways) – No objections on highway grounds.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

Policy ENV19 - Listed Buildings.

Policy ENV20 - Proposals Involving Partial Demolition/Alteration of Listed Buildings.

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Harmful to the character and setting of listed buildings and the character and appearance of Clitheroe Conservation Area contrary to ENV20, ENV19, ENV16 and G1.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Nos 2 and 4 Duck Street is a Grade II listed (19 May 1950) building of two builds with 18th century origins.  Whilst the building occupies a very prominent corner/junction site on some of Clitheroe’s oldest roads, its only ornamentation is the pedimented doorway to No 4 which has stone pilasters.  The building is adjoined and faced by Grade II listed buildings on all sides and is within Clitheroe Conservation Area.  

The now defunct (as issues can said to be repeated in the general Development Control policy G1) Policy S14, Advertisements, of the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan stipulates in general, that signs should not be positioned above fascia level, signage should not be over intensive and materials should reflect the character of the area.  In particular to conservation areas and listed buildings Policy S14 advises that traditional fascia design with indirect lighting will be considered appropriate signage.  

The Clitheroe Conservation Area Appraisal (The Conservation Studio, adopted April 2007) lists amongst ‘principal negative features’ the ‘garish commercial signs and advertising’ within the Conservation Area.  

In August 2008 listed building consent and advertisement consent applications for the retention of a similar sign on the Duck Street elevation were refused.  Appeals have been lodged in respect of these decisions.  

In my opinion the signage is unnecessarily prominent and harmful to the character and setting of listed buildings and the character and appearance of Clitheroe Conservation Area.  The sign is at first floor level, is not on a principal elevation with a shop front, is bulky in form (including 15cm depth) and has dimensions and an orientation (horizontal emphasis) which appears incongruous with this historic building’s general form and neoclassical (vertical) detailing as well as that of its neighbours.  

A design and access statement has been submitted.  This wrongly suggests that the building is listed for its group value.  However, the list description does state that the building is part of a group which does suggest that the intervisibility of these historic buildings is important to their interest.  It is also noted that the adjoining Nos 5-15 Shawbridge Street also form a group.



	RECOMMENDATION: That listed building consent and advertisement consent be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO
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