                                                                                          

Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2009/0282/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposal for six illuminated box signs at Geno’s, 39 Berry Lane, Longridge, Lancashire, PR3 3JN.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council – The Town Council object as the signs do not meet the Ribble Valley criteria for signage in a Conservation Area.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	One letter has been received from a nearby business who object to this application on the following grounds;

· Prominent location and the building is already unsympathetic to the area,

· Close to Town War Memorial and Longridge Station buildings which will be visually blighted by such an inappropriate design solution,

· Signage is garish and the type and amount of them are inappropriate, and

· Illuminated box signs are not sympathetic to the Conservation Area.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.

Town & Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 1992.

PPG15 – Planning and the historic environment.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Policies G1 and ENV16 and PPG15 – Adverse impact on character and appearance of Longridge Conservation Area.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Planning permission was granted in December 2003 for use of this building as a hot food takeaway, however it has only recently been converted (within the last 9 months). As part of the refurbishment, the applicant erected the six internally illuminated box signs that are the subject of this application. This application seeks retrospective consent for all six signs.

The six signs consist of two different styles. One is a square internally illuminated box sign with the letter ‘G’ on, and the other being a rectangular internally illuminated box sign with the words ‘Geno’s’, ‘Pizza – Burgers – Kebabs’ and the telephone number of the shop on. There are two square signs and one rectangular sign facing Berry Lane, one rectangular sign facing the nearby War Memorial and the other rectangular and square signs facing the adjoining small car paring area in-between the building and the Co-Op. These signs have been in situ for approx. 5/6 months on the property. The site is in a central position within the Longridge Conservation Area, and within the Longridge Conservation Area Appraisal (The Conservation Studio 2005), it notes that one of the principal weaknesses of the Conservation Area is ‘poor shop fronts’, ‘ over-deep fascias’ and ‘the use of garish colours and poor quality, modern lighting’. The application has been submitted on the basis of enforcement action.

Policy ENV16 ‘Development within Conservation Areas’ states that ‘Within Conservation Areas development will be strictly controlled to ensure that it reflects the character of the area in terms of scale, size, design and materials, and the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of a conservation area will also be a material consideration’. Having discussed the proposal with the Conservation Area Officer, Adrian Dowd, it is considered that the internally illuminated, plastic and metal box signs are generally an unsatisfactory alternative as its materials, style, design and illumination would be considered out of keeping with traditional signage more commonly found in Conservation Areas.  In this instance, the proposed signs are blue and red box signs, and the fluorescent internal illumination, scale of the signs and materials used (aluminium back box and acrylic panel) are considered inappropriate in the Conservation Area and the signs would appear garish and obtrusive in the street scene. As such, they would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the Longridge Conservation Area and I therefore recommend accordingly.



	RECOMMENDATION: That advertisement consent be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 30/07/2008





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














