Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2009/0510/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of automatic telling machine (ATM) at Natwest Bank, York Street, Clitheroe, Lancashire, BB7 2DN.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Clitheroe Town Council - No objections.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	LCC Traffic and Development Engineer – No objections to the proposed development on highway safety grounds.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	A letter has been received from the Clitheroe Civic Society raising a few points but no objections to the scheme. They wonder whether the position of the machine so close to the zebra crossing will cause congestion, and whether or not it could be moved to another window further from the main door to the building.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.

Policy S1 – Shopping Policies – Clitheroe Centre.



	COMMENTS/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application is for the insertion of an ATM cash machine in the York Street elevation of the Natwest Bank. This branch is located on the corner of York Street and Wellgate, and is within the Town Centre and Clitheroe Conservation Area as defined by the Local Plan. The building itself has also been marked as a Building of Townscape Merit and as a Focal Building within the recent Clitheroe Conservation Area Appraisal.

The frontage of the branch facing York Street features a large entrance to the right hand side of the building incorporating double doors, with seven perpendicular windows to the left of this entrance, all the same height and width. These windows are split into two groups of three with a single window adjacent to the main entrance. It is within this opening that the applicant proposes to incorporate the new ATM machine. The wall under the window will be removed and the ATM inserted, with the single window frame panel at the bottom of the window also filled in. The applicant will seek to retain the materials and window cill if possible to retain the existing features.

The Civic Society questioned whether the location of the ATM is suitable given its proximity to the zebra crossing amid concerns of its impact on pedestrian safety, however having discussed this with the LCC Traffic and Development Engineer, he is satisfied as it provides the minimum 3m wide pavement required near ATMs to allow the safe passage of pedestrians.

The impact on the general amenities of the area is, therefore, not considered to be significant and is acceptable in respect of local plan policy, and it is for the above reasons that I recommend the application accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant visual impact on the building or adverse affect upon the setting of the Conservation Area.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 20/07/2009














