                                                                                          

Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2009/0602/P

	Development Proposed:
	Pole mounted non-illuminated sponsorship acknowledgement sign at Traffic Island at junction of A59 Barrow (near the lodge).



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – The Parish Council object to this application on the following grounds;

· They would cause a serious distraction to drivers negotiating the roundabout,

· There is already a clutter of signs and further would create an unacceptable visual obscenity, and

· It seems inconceivable that the highway authority is in favour of such signage.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	LCC Traffic & Development Engineer – No objections in principle on highway safety grounds.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional representations

	A letter from Clitheroe Civic Society has been received who object on the following grounds;

· The sign will compromise road safety at this junction by drawing attention to them and off the road, and

· Advertising signs at this location would be to the visual detriment of the site and the area.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

PPG19 – Outdoor Advertisement Control.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Contrary to Policy G1 – Adverse visual impact on street scene and amenity of the area by virtue of unnecessary and incongruous signage.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application seeks advertisement consent for the erection of a three non-illuminated signs measuring 1.2m x 0.5m in size, at Traffic Island at junction of A59 Barrow (near the lodge). The will be erected on two stainless steel posts, with the posts will be sunk 0.35m into the ground with approx. 0.4m showing, meaning that the sign will measure 1m high from ground level. The signs will be set back from the roundabout edge by approx. 1m.

The roundabout in question is devoid of commercial features and is whilst not specifically landscaped, the roundabout is free from signs or structures. Sited in the middle of the highway these roundabout sites are normally very exposed. Although the signs are modest in size and relatively low, their siting in such normally exposed positions would make them particularly prominent. In addition, whilst the site is close to commercial development such as the nearby McDonalds and Somerfield Petrol Station off this roundabout, the surrounding highway is largely devoid of advertisements directing you to these developments. As such, the introduction of signs here would appear as alien and isolated commercial features on the roundabout, that when seen together with the official highway signs and chevron panels, I am of the opinion that it would result in visual clutter, detracting from the existing untouched, open nature of this location.

As such, it is considered that approval of this signage would be to the visual detriment of the street scene by virtue of the introduction of unnecessary and incongruous signage, and the application is recommended accordingly. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That advertisement consent be refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 07/08/2009





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














