Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2009/0707/P

	Development Proposed:
	Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use of the attic space as a purpose built, self-contained residential unit at 8 Towneley Road West, Longridge, Lancashire, PR3 3AB.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	N/A


	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	N/A



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	N/A



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application seeks a legal determination to establish whether or not a self-contained flat within the attic of a property on Towneley Road West, Longridge, can be used without the benefit of planning permission. There are two other flats within the building, known as Flat 8A and Flat 8B, and the unit in question is known as Flat 8.

The Agent has submitted a number of documents from the Applicant including a sworn statement from a previous tenant of over 10 years ago, copies of tenancy agreements from over ten years ago, copies of insurance documents for the flat in question, copies of phone bills for the flat in question and copies of utility bills for the flat in question. It is also worth noting that in the present climate, an application for the separation of the property in order to create an additional flat at this location would comply with the relevant Policies. As such, on the basis of the evidence provided and a visit to the site, I am satisfied that the flat has been used as a separate residential unit for over 4 years, and I can see no reason not to formally grant this Certificate of Lawfulness in respect of the existing use on site.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	N/A



	RECOMMENDATION: That a Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use be granted.




DATE INSPECTED: 15/09/2009














