
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: RH

	Application No: 
	3/2009/0945

	Development Proposed:
	Install a drob kerb at 9 Edisford Road, Clitheroe.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Clitheroe Town Council – No Objection.

	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	County Surveyor – I have no objection to the application in principle.

Countryside Officer – The proposals will result in substantial excavations within the root protection area of a mature Lime tree….the consequences of which will be the severing and a loss of tree roots leading to loss of tree vigour and tree instability. Recommendation – Refusal.

	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV13 – Landscape Protection

	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	G1, ENV13 – Potential loss of individual mature tree to the detriment of the visual amenity of the area.

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to a semi-detached property on Edisford Road within the defined settlement of Clitheroe.

Permission is sought to drop the kerb at the front of the property and create a tarmac crossing across the footway approx. 3.7m in length and 3.1m wide together with a new concrete hardstanding to the front of the property approx. 5m x 3m in order to facilitate a parked car.

As there are similar schemes on this street I consider that the visual impact of the proposed works only, will be minimal and there would be no neighbouring impact.

However, the works to be carried out would come within 3.3m of an existing mature lime tree on the footpath to the front of the property, and as such the Countryside Officer has been consulted to establish the effect of the works upon this tree. Assessment of the tree indicates a root protection area of 8.4m. The Countryside Officer considers that, as the works will be carried out well within this root protection area this would result in the severing and loss of tree roots leading to the loss of tree vigour and tree instability.

I consider that the tree on a prominent roadside location is an important feature of this part of Edisford Road. The Countryside Officer shares this view, as he reports in an additional assessment with regards the visual amenity of the tree that it is of ‘great importance’.

As such, as the proposed works may potentially result in the loss of a tree, which I consider, contributes significantly to the visual amenity of the area, the application should be resisted.


	RECOMMENDATION: That permission be refused.
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