Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: SW/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2010/0013/P

	Development Proposed:
	New external signage and lighting of one fascia sign, two double sided pictorial signs and two amenity signs, all with static external illumination and two powerflood 100 floodlights and one microlux light at Station Hotel, King Street, Clitheroe 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – Informally expressed no objection. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	One letter has been received from Clitheroe Civic Society which, whilst raising no objection questions the location of the up lighters as originally submitted which they consider could be better located to display the finer features of the two principle elevations.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.

Clitheroe Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Guidance



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application seeks advertisement consent for a number of signs on the Station Hotel within Clitheroe.  The building has been identified as being of townscape merit in the Conservation Area Appraisal and is within the Conservation Area.  It occupies a very prominent position at the corner of Station Road and King Street, directly opposite the Platform Gallery.  As originally submitted the scheme detailed a number of fascia signs, a different position for one of the hanging signs, and an additional amenity sign and eight floodlights.  That scheme was considered overintensive and negotiations have achieved a reduction in the level of both signage and flood lighting as follows.

A single fascia sign is shown to the north west corner of the building with dimensions of 2.8m x 0.5m with a trough light above.  The material for the sign is coated aluminium with copper effect 3D letters.  Whilst I am mindful of the desire to have more traditional timber advertisements within the Conservation Area I consider it would prove difficult to resist the sign put forward having regard to other forms of signage within the immediate area.  

The two hanging signs would have dimensions of 0.9m x 1.2m and be double sided and illuminated.  One is positioned on the northern elevation on the King Street frontage with the other on the Station Road frontage but relocated towards the corner of the building to position all signage close to the entrance into the pub.

The final signage is to amenity signs to either side of the entrance into the public house.  Whilst the doorways are an interesting architectural feature the size of these signs has been reduced and I am of the opinion that a compromise needs to be made between the commercial requirements of the premises and desire to preserve this building of townscape merit.  These signs are to be illuminated with the light also acting as up lighters onto the fine upper doorway detailing and, on balance (and having regard to historic signage in this location), I consider these signs to be appropriate.

Finally, in terms of illumination of the building, this has been reduced significantly to highlight the distinctive features of the public house, ie one power flood on the balcony above the main doorway on King Street, one above the arch detail to the blocked up doorway on the Station Road frontage and a spot light to illuminate the date stone on the Station Road frontage.  

Therefore, having regard to all of the above I am of the opinion that as amended the scheme of advertisement and lighting is appropriate and would not have a significantly detrimental impact on the visual amenities of the Conservation Area.  

I thus recommend accordingly. 



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant visual impact on the building or adverse affect upon the setting of the Conservation Area. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That Advertisement Consent be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














