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PROPOSED SINGLE 6KW WIND TURBINE ON A 15M HIGH MAST TO PROVIDE ENERGY FOR A CONVERTED BARN AT HIGH ELLERBECK BARN, LAYTHAMS FARM, BACK LANE, SLAIDBURN, LANCASHIRE

	PARISH COUNCIL:
	The Members were equally divided on this application, with half feeling that it is the green way to energy generation and the other half not wanting the impact in an A.O.N.B. It was also mentioned that the flickering from the turning arms can affect some people and has been known to bring on epilepsy.

	FOREST OF BOWLAND A.O.N.B. OFFICER (LCC):
	No objections on landscape grounds to this wind turbine application, as the likely landscape and visual impacts are deemed to be acceptable.



	ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIONS:
	No additional representations have been received.


Proposal

The application seeks permission for the installation of a 6kW domestic wind powered generator on a 15m high mast on land to the south of High Ellerbeck Barn, a recently approved holiday let/barn conversion on land owned by Laythams Farm, Back Lane, Slaidburn. As back ground to the proposal, the Agent notes that there is a key market identified in the ‘eco-tourist’, who wants to get away into the hills for a variety of activities, knowing meanwhile that he/she/they are supporting renewable energy and sound ethical environmental principles. As well as other ‘eco-friendly’ additions to the barn conversion, this wind generation proposal is a central part of the Applicants project concept, as the generator will take maximum advantage of this exposed windy location and supply the largest percentage of the energy required for this holiday-let. The barn is also connected through the electricity grid, which will provide back up when there is no wind, or as a means of export in very windy conditions.

Site Location

The site is approx. 2.5km from both Newton and Slaidburn, and is on the lower slopes of Burn Fell, within the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The site is part of Laythams Farm, a 120 acre holding off Back Lane. The mast itself will be located approx. 400m NE of Back Lane, and approx. 150m from the nearby holiday let/barn conversion, High Ellerbeck Barn, to which the turbine will provide the majority of the power required. The nearest properties to the site include Burn House, approx. 420m west of the site, and of course Laythams Farm, with the next nearest property being over 900m away. The site can be viewed from two Public Rights of Way that pass nearby, with the nearest route being approx. 40m north of the site of the proposed mast. The land undulates between these various viewpoints and is also screened by large swathes of woodland planting to the north, south and east of the site. The backdrop to the site of the turbine includes a large plantation of trees and also the rising land to Burn Fell.

Relevant History

3/2008/0550/P - Erection of single 6kw wind turbine on 15m mast to provide energy for converted barn – Withdrawn.

3/2008/0391/P - Conversion and extension of barn to form holiday let accommodation. Revised application to cover additional rebuilding work to barn. Approved consent ref: 3/2007/0842P – Granted Conditionally.

3/2007/0842/P - Conversion and extension of barn to form holiday let accommodation. Revised scheme and renewal of consent  3/2007/0409P – Granted Conditionally.

3/2007/0409/P - Conversion and extension of barn to form holiday let accommodation. Revised scheme and re-submission of 3/2006/0987P – Granted Conditionally.

3/2006/0987/P - Conversion and extension of barn to form holiday let accommodation. Revised scheme and renewal of previous consent. Ref.: 3/2001 0122P – Refused.

3/2001/0122/P – Conversion of barn to form lettable holiday accommodation – Granted Conditionally.

Relevant Policies

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV24 – Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV25 – Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV26 – Wind Energy.

PPS22 – Renewable Energy.

Companion Guide to PPS22 ‘Planning for Renewable Energy’.
Environmental, AONB, Human Rights and Other Issues

The main issues to look at with regards to this application are:

· how the proposal compares to the relevant Planning Policies, both Local and National,

· the visual impact the erection of the mast will have on the area, and

· the potential impact the mast may have on the amenity of nearby neighbours.
Within Planning Policy Statement 22: Renewable Energy it states that “In sites with nationally recognised designations (Sites of Special Scientific Interest, National Nature Reserves, National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Heritage Coasts, Scheduled Monuments, Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings, Registered Historic Battlefields and Registered Parks and Gardens) planning permission for renewable energy projects should only be granted where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of designation of the area will not be compromised by the development, and any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are clearly outweighed by the environmental, social and economic benefits. Small-scale developments should be permitted within areas such as National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Heritage Coasts provided that there is no significant environmental detriment to the area concerned.” The scheme has also been assessed against the provisions provided within Section 5 of the Companion Guide to PPS22 ‘Planning for Renewable Energy’.
With regards to the Local Plan Policies, ENV25 states that “In assessing proposals for renewable energy schemes, the Borough Council will have particular regard to the immediate and wider impact of the proposed development on the landscape, and AONB” and Policy ENV26 states that “Development proposals within or close to the Area of Outstanding Natural beauty will not be allowed, unless:

· the proposal cannot be better located outside such statutory designated areas,

· the proposal is acceptable in environmental and landscape terms; and

· any adverse environmental impacts as far as practicable have been mitigated.

The Planning Statement submitted by the applicant aims to show that the proposal complies with the relevant National and Local Planning Policies, and given the height of the mast, the size of the generator and the location of the mast in relation to the existing and proposed woodland planting in the landscape, I am inclined to agree. The relevant Local and National Policies all note that proposal of this nature should only be approved where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of the designation of the area are not compromised, and that there are no significant environmental impacts on the area as a whole. The designation of the landscape as AONB is indicative of a high value landscape, and one that may be particularly sensitive to wind energy development. However, many recent wind energy development planning applications in A.O.N.B.s show that small wind turbines like that proposed here have been given planning consent subject of course to acceptable landscape, noise, access, etc. impacts. It would therefore appear that a precedent is now well established that such development can be considered acceptable in an AONB providing that there are no unacceptable and adverse environmental and amenity impacts. As such, it is considered that given the distance from nearby properties and from nearby highway viewpoints, and that the turbines landscape and visual impacts would be mitigated to a significant extent by the close proximity of the surrounding existing and proposed woodland planting, the proposal is considered acceptable. However in order to minimise landscape and visual impacts it is recommended that the blades and rotor head be light grey (RAL Nr 7035) in colour which is one of the more commonly used colours for wind turbines, as opposed to white which is proposed by the Agent. The mast is proposed to be Patina Green (RAL 6000) to help it blend in with the background of the woodland behind, and I am satisfied that this will be visually acceptable.
With regards to any potential impact on nearby neighbours, more specifically in regards to noise concerns, given that the proposed turbine/mast is over 400m from the nearest residential property, I do not consider the proposal to have an adverse impact on the nearby neighbours. In addition, the Councils Environmental Health Officer, who has also considered the proposal, also holds this view.

The Parish Council note their concerns regarding ‘shadow flicker’ and the Agent makes reference to this within the submitted Planning Statement. He notes that ‘Shadow Flicker is a rare event that can occur when the sun is directly behind the rotating blades of a turbine from the perspective of an observer or dwelling, and it only happens for short periods at dusk or dawn and at certain times of the year. It is generally not considered an issues with small turbines such as this.’ Bearing this in mind, and considering the position of the turbine in relation to nearby dwellings and its orientation in relation to the adjacent P.R.O.W. I do not consider that the issue of ‘Shadow Flicker’ will cause a significant detrimental impact to passing walkers or indeed adjacent neighbours to the site.

As such, following a minor amendment to the colour scheme of the turbine and blades outlined above, and subsequent positive consultation responses from statutory consultees, it is considered that the objectives of the designated area are not significantly compromised, and as such the proposal will have no significant environmental or visual impact on the area. In conclusion, the application is recommended accordingly.

SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL

The proposal represents an acceptable form of development and given its design, size and location would not result in visual detriment to the surrounding countryside, nor will it have a significant detrimental impact on the amenities of any nearby residents.
RECOMMENDATION: That planning permission be GRANTED subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years beginning with the date of this permission.


REASON:  Required to be imposed pursuant to Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2.
Notwithstanding the approved details submitted as part of this application, the colour of the blades and rotor head shall be light grey (RAL Nr 7035) and the mast shall be Patina Green (RAL 6000), unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

REASON: In the interests of the visual amenity of the area and in accordance with Policies G1 and ENV1 of the Ribble Valley Districtwide Plan.

3.
The permission shall relate to the development as shown on Plan reference Nos HEB-WT1-GT, 010463-1 and 25-6.


REASON:  For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the submitted plans.

