
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: RH

	Application No: 
	3/2010/0032/P

	Development Proposed:
	One sign comprising non-illuminated internally applied vinyl graphic at 40 King Street, Whalley.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Whalley Parish Council – No Objection.

	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Conservation Officer (RVBC) – Verbally confirmed an objection to the application due to the impact of the proposal upon the character and appearance of Whalley Conservation Area.

	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Policy G1 - Development Control

Policy ENV16 – Development Within Conservation Areas

PPS5 – Planning for the Historic Environment

	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	G1 and ENV16 – Detrimental visual impact upon the character and appearance of Whalley Conservation Area.

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	No. 40 King Street is a terraced property on the principal commercial street within Whalley and is designated as a Building of Townscape Merit as identified by the Whalley Conservation Area Appraisal (The Conservation Studio, 2005) and as such ‘makes a positive contribution to the character and appearance of the Conservation Area’.

The application seeks retrospective advertisement consent for an internally applied vinyl graphic to the eastern side of the main shop window (as viewed from the main road) measuring approx. 2m x 1.4m. The graphic is blue with darker blue lettering and a white logo. It has been established that the advert requires express consent under the Advertisement Regulations.

Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 imposes the general duty on LPAs for ‘special attention to be paid……..to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of a conservation area’.

Having discussed the proposal with the Conservation Area Officer it is considered that the colour of the advert and the fact that it occupies more than half of the main shop window results in a prominent and obtrusive addition to this shop frontage which is inappropriate in the Conservation Area.

The Whalley Conservation Area Appraisal identifies principal negative features of the area to be ‘modern shopfronts and poor quality signage’, and part HE7.5 of PPS5 ‘Planning and the Historic Environment’ states that ‘local planning authorities should take into account the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to the character and local distinctiveness of the historic environment. The consideration of design should include scale, height, massing, alignment, materials and use’.

I consider that the advert does not make a positive contribution to the character and local distinctiveness of the area but would result in a prominent feature within the streetscene to the detriment of the appearance and character of Whalley Conservation Area contrary to Policies G1 and ENV16 of the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan.

I therefore recommend that planning permission be refused for the above reasons.



	RECOMMENDATION: That permission be refused.
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