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DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: RH

	Application No: 
	3/2010/0190

	Development Proposed:
	Hard standing area 80sq.m. in size to be installed adjacent to road in woodland to be used for low level timber extraction (for conservation purposes) and parking for persons working on the site at Rabbit Lane, Bashall Eaves, Clitheroe.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Bashall Eaves and Mitton Parish Council – No objection.

	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	LCC (County Surveyor)  - No objection in principle to the application on highway safety grounds.

RVBC Countryside Officer – No objection to the proposal but advises the following condition:

· The hard standing/car park area shall not exceed 80 square metres in size and shall be used for the sole purposes of low-level timber extracting and loading. Use of the car park shall be restricted for the sole use of persons working on site and shall not be made available for general public use.

LCC (AONB Officer) – No objection to the proposal

	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control

Policy ENV1 – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application details the provision of an area of hardstanding measuring approx. 10m x 8m constructed of compressed grey hardcore on land currently used as an informal parking area on Rabbit Lane adjacent to Bashall Moor Plantation.

The area of hardstanding is to be utilised by Lancashire Wildlife Trust for a small amount of timber extraction for conservation purposes and for the vehicles of those who will be working on site (maximum of 3). 1.2 metre high timber posts are to be erected at 1-metre intervals around the site with approx. 2.5m long barriers hinged on uprights to the eastern end of the site adjacent to the road to provide access when required and the security of the site when not in use.

I consider that the sensitive nature of the development and the choice of materials will ensure that the visual impact of the proposal will be minimal and will not result in any long-term damage to the woodland. To ensure that the site is used for the purposes of this application only and no vehicles are parked in this area other than those employed on site I consider, as suggested by the Council’s Countryside Officer that an appropriate condition is placed on the decision notice.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal represents an appropriate form of development and given its size and location would not result in visual detriment or harm to this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, nor would it have an adverse impact on highway safety.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.
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