Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2010/0716/P

	Development Proposed:
	Temporary widening of existing access from B6478 into adjacent field from 3m to 6m and erection of 2 no. 5-bar wooden gates measuring 6m x 1.5m high at land off B6478, adjacent Little Dunnow Wood, Slaidburn, Lancashire.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Newton Parish Council – No observations or comments received within the statutory 21-day consultation period.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	LCC Traffic and Development Engineer - No objections in principle to this application on highway safety grounds.


	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application seeks permission for the existing access into a field to be widened by removing an existing 3m section of dry stonewall and stone pillar on land off B6478 adjacent Little Dunnow Wood, near Slaidburn, and insert a pair of field gates. The proposed temporary double field gates would measure 6m x 1.5m high.

Currently the village of Slaidburn is supplied by a private water supply provided by the Estate Owner. Following recent reports to the Local Authority regarding complaints of the water quality, the Drinking Water Safety Plan (DWSP) risk assessment identified that there was an unacceptable risk to public health from the existing supply. United Utilities Water plc, in agreement with the Drinking Water Inspectorate and the estate owner, has an undertaking to take over responsibility for supplying potable water to the village of Slaidburn and some outlying properties. The proposed temporary access would allow plant and machinery to gain safe access into the adjacent field for works during installation of a new water main network to supply potable water to Slaidburn, and on completion of the development, the double field gates would be removed and the dry stonewall and single gate reinstated to match the condition prior to commencement of works hereby approved. The widened access is only required until May 2011.

From a highway safety point of view, the LCC Traffic and Development Engineer has no objections in principle to the proposed temporary vehicular access.

From a visual point of view, the scheme will result in the loss of a portion of dry stonewall, which is considered visually important to the character and setting of the A.O.N.B. However, as there will only be a small section removed for a temporary period to be replaced once works have been completed, I consider the proposal to be acceptable, and the application is recommended accordingly.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity, nor would it have an adverse visual impact or be to the detriment of highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 08/09/2010














