Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: JM/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2010/0803/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of new air purification system and ancillary plant and ducting at Jones Stroud Installations, Queen Street, Longridge

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No objection in principal although concern regarding loss of car parking space and ask that provision of additional parking on site is investigated.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environmental Health Department – Pre application advice indicated that they would have no objection to the proposal.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy EMP7 - Extensions/Expansions of Existing Firms.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application is specifically for a new air purification system which would involve the siting of plant and machinery on an existing car park area within the adjoining Stroud site.  The processing equipment would be housed within existing buildings and, as such, there is no need for buildings to be expanded but it is necessary to have the air purification plant externally situated.  The plant would involve the creation of a structure which would measure approximately 7m x 18m and have a stack to a maximum height of 15m and this would have a diameter of approximately 1.5m.  The oxidising unit would be linked to an existing building with an external ducting arrangement but this pipe would be no higher than the main building.  The building is located approximately 37m from the boundary onto Shay Lane and nearest curtilage of a residential property.  

It is evident there will be a lost of some car parking areas but I am of the opinion that there is ample parking spaces elsewhere within the site.  

The applicant has indicated in the supporting letter that there that there will be no process rooms or odours from the stack and the actual noise of the unit itself would be less than the existing plant and machinery.  The process will enable more efficient use of the building with an increase in manufacturing of specific products and this would allow for less hours during weekend periods.  It is considered that this may be of some benefit to the nearby residents.  It is also evident that as the new oxidising unit will be more efficient than the existing machine there will be possibilities of energy savings.  

The main issues in relation to this proposal would relate to any noise and fumes generated by the additional plant and machinery.  I am satisfied that on the advice of Environmental Health, and having visited the site, that this unit itself would not increase either noise or odours to the detriment of the local residential amenity.  In relation to the visual impact, the unit is effectively screened by the existing buildings and would not be readily visible.  

I note the  concerns of the town council and the developer has indicated the potential of removing some landscaped area to permit additional parking. Notwithstanding this point it would appear that sufficient parking spaces exist to make it compliant to LCC standards.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.
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