Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/JS

	Application No: 
	3/2010/0811/P

	Development Proposed:
	Replacement panel to the existing post sign at the Stirk House Hotel, Gisburn Road, Gisburn

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – No representations have been received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Highways – No Objections by letter received 23/12/10.

	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	In 2004, Advertisement Consent was granted for a two sided sign located adjoining the A59 on the north side of the access road to this hotel (3/2004/0692/P).  The approved sign was to be 3m wide x 1.5m deep to be affixed to posts so that its lower face was 2.1m above ground level resulting in a maximum height of 3.6m.  It was to contain the words “Stirk House Country Hotel and Restaurant” and a telephone number and website address in black and yellow letters on a brown background.  

The sign was erected in accordance with that consent and is still in place today.  A second panel, however, has been added between the posts and beneath the authorised sign, giving an overall depth of the two signs combined of approx. 2m. This additional panel advertises the gym, swimming pool and sauna etc facilities at the hotel.  

This current application seeks permission for the existing sign to be replaced with a new two sided sign  that is 3m wide and 2m deep and fitted between the existing posts so that the maximum height is the same as existing.  The new sign will contain the words “Stirk House Country Hotel and Leisure Centre” and the hotel website address in cream and gold letters on a blue background.  By properly advertising the leisure centre, this sign avoids the need for the somewhat unattractive additional panel that is presently on display beneath the main signThe sign will continue to be illuminated from below by flood lights positioned within a small planting bed.  

I consider the new sign to represent an improvement on the existing sign in visual amenity terms and therefore recommend accordingly that Advertisement Consent be granted.  



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposed replacement sign would have no detrimental effects upon the visual amenities of the locality.  



	RECOMMENDATION: That Advertisement Consent be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 8 DEC 2010














