Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  
DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: RH

	Application No: 
	3/2011/0465

	Development Proposed:
	Formation of new vehicle access road off the highway to serve the commercial units at Stonebridge Mill, Preston Road, Longridge.

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Longridge Town Council – No Objection.

	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – No Objection.

	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application seeks permission for the creation of a new access road to serve Stonebridge Mill, off Preston Road within the main settlement of Longridge.

An existing access road serves both Stonebridge Mill and other commercial units to the estate. The proposed new access is to be created to the north of the existing access. It is to be 14m in length and 6.5m wide surfaced in concrete. The works are also to include the creation of a new 0.9m high boundary wall between the access and No. 47 Preston Road which is in the applicant’s ownership, dropped kerb, pedestrian footpath and fencing to ensure that both pedestrians and vehicles can enter and exit the site safely.

I consider that as there is an existing access to the site, this area of Longridge is marked by the presence of a number of industrial units and the new boundary wall is to be constructed of natural stone, any visual impact of the proposal will be minimal.

The new access will be in close proximity to end-terraced residential property No. 47 Stonebridge Terrace. As this property is in the applicant’s ownership, and no letters of objection have been received I consider that any impact upon the amenity of neighbouring residents will be minimal.

At the request of the County Surveyor, amended plans have been received to ensure that the layout of the proposed access and footpaths, used by both pedestrians and vehicles has no detrimental impact upon highway safety. Following receipt of the amended plan the County Surveyor has confirmed that he has no objection to the application.

Therefore, I do not consider this application would cause a significant detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the area or on the residential amenity of the occupiers of the surrounding properties. As such, the application is recommended accordingly.


	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact or be to the detriment of highway safety.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 25/07/2011














