Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2011/0576/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of solar photovoltaic panels on the existing building at Maplewood Phase One, Calderstones Hospital, Mitton Road, Whalley

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council – Has stated that it has “no observations” to make on this application.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Maplewood Phase One is an existing building on the northeastern part of the Calderstones Hospital site.  It is classed as a low secure unit and provides accommodation for people with learning disabilities, mental health needs and challenging behaviour.  The building is adjoined to the north by dwellings at Calderstones Park.  Permission has recently been granted (3/2011/0272/P) for a Phase Two Maplewood development that included the fitting of solar panels to the proposed new building.

The applicants have now decided, however, to fit solar panels to the existing Maplewood Phase One building.

The building is ‘X’ shaped in form, comprising a total of 8 roof slopes.  Permission is sought for the fitting of a total of 117 solar panels on two of the roof slopes as follows:

1.
A total of 59 panels comprising a group of 33 and a group of 26 on a roof slope facing southwest.

2.
A total of 58 panels comprising a group of 32 and a group of 26 on a roof slope that faces southeast.

The panels would cover the majority of the two roof slopes concerned.  They would, however, be dark grey/black in colour and would therefore not appear over-prominent against the grey concrete tiles on the roof of this building.  The panels would only project 70mm (approximately 3 inches) above the plain of the roof.  Additionally, these two roof slopes are not visible from the neighbouring dwellings to the north.  The panels would therefore only be visible from within the existing hospital grounds.  As such, they would not, in my opinion, have any seriously detrimental effects upon visual amenity.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














