Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2011/0894/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed 50KWp solar photovoltaic installation on two west facing roof slopes of the production building at Fort Vale Engineering, Calder Park, Simonstone Lane, Simonstone

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No objections to this application. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to the large modern industrial building of Fort Vale Engineering that is located within a primarily industrial area on the west side of Simonstone Lane.

The building comprises six sections with each having its own gable-ended roof.  The roof ridges all run north to south such that the roof slopes face east and west.  

The application relates to the two sections of the building that are closest to Simonstone Lane (ie the two easternmost sections).  

Permission is sought for the fitting of solar panels to the west facing slopes of these two sections of the building.  The panels will be arranged in rows of two panels close to the ridge of the whole 61.8m length of each of the roofs.  On each roof, the panels will cover an area of 3.3m x 61.8m.  The panels will project from the roof slope by only 200mm.  

As there are no panels proposed for the eastern end roof slope that faces Simonstone Lane (the only clearly visible roof slope of the building) the proposal would have minimal (if any) effects upon the visual amenities of what, in any event, is an industrial location.  As such, I can see no objections to this application.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposed solar panels would not have any detrimental effects upon visual amenity.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 6 March 2012














