Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CB

	Application No: 
	3/2011/0914/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed photovoltaic solar panels on the existing garage roof (front elevation) at Mill Pond House, Clitheroe Road, West Bradford, BB7 4SH

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	West Bradford Parish Council has no objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 – Development Control

Policy ENV24 – Renewable Energy

Policy ENV25 – Renewable Energy

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to a four car garage belonging to a detached bungalow within the centre of West Bradford.    Planning permission is sought to install 24 solar panels on the front roof slope.  The panels would be set down from the roofs ridge by 0.6m and up from the eaves by the same amount.  The panels would be set in from the edge of the roofslope by approximately 450mm on either side.  The rest of the roof would be covered by panels which would be dark blue in colour and have black trims.

The benefits of small-scale renewable energy installations is recognised in Policy ENV24 and ENV25 of the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan in that the Council will support their development. However this is provided it can be shown that such developments would not cause unacceptable harm to interests of acknowledged importance in the local environment.  With this in mind, the property, built in the late 1990’s is of no historical significance, therefore having complied with this aspect it is important to assess the visual impact of the proposals. In this regard the proposals are acceptable as they would not harm the amenities of the locality given the properties location at the rear of the properties on Clitheroe Road. The dark colour and frames of the panel and limited projection of the panels will blend well with the existing roof and not cause any harm to the amenities of the wider locality.  The proposal would also not cause any neighbouring amenity issues. Taking these comments into consideration I thus recommend the application accordingly.

	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














