
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CB

	Application No: 
	3/2011/0984

	Development Proposed:
	One wall mounted sign on the front elevation of Pullman House, 2-4 Duck Street, Clitheroe, BB7 1LP

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Clitheroe Town Council - No objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) - No objections. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Policy ENV19 - Listed Buildings

Policy ENV20 Proposals Involving Partial Demolition/ Alteration of Listed Buildings

Policy ENV16 – Development within Conservation Areas

Policy G1 – Development Control

Clitheroe Conservation Area Appraisal and Map

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Nos. 2 and 4 Duck Street comprises two builds with 18th Century origins is Grade II listed (19 May 1950).  Listed Building Consent is sought to install an advertisement on the front façade of the building at its corner with Wellgate.

The building occupies a very prominent corner/junction site on some of Clitheroe’s oldest roads, and is adjoined and faced by Grade II listed buildings on all sides.  The building is also within Clitheroe Conservation Area.  Despite its prominent roadside position its only ornamentation is the pedimented doorway to No. 4 which has stone pilasters.  The special interest of the building would appear to be derived in large part from its local interpretation of the neo-classical style in favour at the time – the proportions, vertical orientation and spacings of windows and doors and restrained ornamentation is noteable.  

Policy ENV20 of the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan is a relevant material consideration and states that proposals for alterations or repair to listed buildings should be sympathetic to their character and appearance. The Clitheroe Conservation Area Appraisal (The Conservation Studio, adopted April 2007) lists amongst ‘principal negative features’ the ‘garish commercial signs and advertising’ within the Conservation Area.  

In August 2008 listed building consent and advertisement consent applications for the retention of illuminated signs that were horizontal in their appearance on the same Duck Street elevation were refused and went to appeal.  The appeals were subsequently dismissed in July 2009.

The sign initially submitted was considered to be harmful to the restrained and considered neo-classical appearance of the listed building which is fundamental to its special interest.  Due to its stark white colour it was also considered to be prominent and distracting to the setting of listed buildings and the character and appearance of Clitheroe Conservation Area. A revised scheme has thus been submitted, dated the 10 May 2012, which shows the sign to be mainly black in colour with the word ‘houldsworth’ in yellow, ‘solicitors’ in grey, and ‘Excellence in law since 1817’ in white.  The height of the largest letters spelling ‘houldsworthsolicitors’ would be 171mm with the letters spelling ‘Excellence in law since 1817’ being no more than 72mm and located beneath.

The sign would be in the same materials, colour and style as the advertisement displaying the name of the business which exists to the right of the main door and due to their dark colours and simple design are unassuming within the streetscene and do not detract from the significance of the host building or the conservation area, I therefore consider the revised sign to be acceptable.

I thus recommend the application accordingly.

	RECOMMENDATION: That listed building consent be approved.


DATE INSPECTED: 13 March 2012

















