Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CB

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0045/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed extension to existing car park over the site of the redundant toilet block at 42 King Street, Whalley, BB7 9SL

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Whalley Parish Council has no objections to this proposal. 



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Highway Engineer – No objections to the proposal subject to conditions.

Environment Agency – No objections.

	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 – Development Control

Policy ENV16 – Development within Conservation Areas

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Permission is sought to extend the existing car park at Whalley Medical Centre on to the footprint of the former toilet block which was granted by Councillors Conservation Area Consent to be demolished in May 2011 (Planning Application 3/2011/0105/P).  The site of the existing toilet block would provide three additional spaces. The new spaces will be tarmaced to match the rest of the car park.

As consent has already been given for the demolition of the toilet block the main matter for consideration is that of highway safety.  The Lancashire County Council Highway Engineer has no objections to the application on highway safety grounds subject to the proposed car park extension being for the sole use of doctors and staff of the medical centre.  

Visually, the proposed tarmac finish will match the existing car park and thus would not appear out of place.  I recognise that the greatest loss to the Conservation Area is the former toilet block, which due to its age and unusual lantern roof is identified as a Building of Townscape Merit in the conservation area appraisal, however, Councillors resolved that the demolition of this building should be allowed to allow this community building to continue to flourish.  

Subject to a condition to requiring the new parking spaces to be used by the staff of the medical centre, as recommended by the County Surveyor, I can see no sustainable objections to this proposed extension of the car parking provision for the existing medical facility and thus recommend the application accordingly.

	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal would have no significant detrimental visual impact upon either the building itself or the Conservation Area, nor would there be any detrimental effect upon the amenities of any nearby residents or highway safety.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 31 January 2012














