Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0129/P

	Development Proposed:
	To remove glazing from two ground floor window frames and install two steel cowls painted to match the building. Whalley Telephone Exchange, Station Road, Whalley, Lancashire.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Whalley Parish Council – No observations or comments have been received within the statutory 21-day consultation period.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This proposal relates to development at the Whalley Telephone Exchange, Station Road, Whalley.

The application seeks permission to replace two of the ground floor window frames within the south facing elevation with steel cowls. The Agent notes that due to the installation of BTs new 21st century communications network system, the uptake of broadband and the installation of other licensed operator’s telecommunications equipment within the BT exchanges, this is generating excessive heat output within the buildings. BT are therefore looking to ventilate through the proposed louvers at the above premises.

The appearance of the building will not significantly change as the cowls will be painted to match the external appearance, and given the site is enclosed by a 2m high chain link fence at this location, they will not be significantly visible anyway.

On this basis the proposal is considered acceptable in line with Local Plan Policy G1 and will have an acceptable visual impact. The scheme is therefore recommended accordingly.


	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact on the area.



	RECOMMENDATION: That planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 16/03/12








