Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0165/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of new security fencing, tarmac, picnic area and enclosed garden area with polytunnel at St Augustine’s RC High School, Elker Lane, Billington 

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No comments or observations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	None received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

National Planning Policy Framework.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to an area at the north-eastern corner of the existing main buildings of this school such that the area is adjoined to the west and south by parts of the building; to the north by the playground; and to the east by the playing fields.  This area is presently unfenced.  It is stated in the submitted application documents that this represents a security problem because the area becomes extremely congested with students during lesson changeover times and at break times.

Permission is therefore sought to enclose the area by a 2.4m high green coloured mesh fence so that it can be used as a garden and as an outdoor eating area for students.  It is proposed to site a polytunnel measuring 3m x 6m with a maximum height of 2.13m within the fenced area.

The proposed fencing is behind the building as viewed from both Whalley Road and Elker Lane and it is not close to any residential properties.  The polytunnel will be screened by the buildings and the proposed fencing.

The proposal therefore, whilst improving facilities and security at the school, will not have any detrimental effects upon either visual amenity or the amenities of any nearby residents.  I can therefore see no objections to this proposal.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 














