Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0334/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed replacement of existing 2.5m high security fence with new 3.6m high security fence surrounding the West Drive Wards, Calderstones Hospital, Mitton Road, Whalley

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No Objection.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The West Drive Wards are situated in the northwestern corner of the hospital grounds.  These Wards are presently surrounded on all four sides by 2.5m high security fencing.  

The area enclosed by the fencing is rectangular in shape with the shorter boundaries being to the north and south and the longer boundaries to the east and west.  The northern boundary is adjoined by the rear gardens of detached houses in Westfield Close and the northern end section of the eastern boundary is adjoined by the rear gardens of terraced houses in Nightingale Close.  There are approximately 2.5m high walls on the rear boundaries of those residential properties.  The existing security fencing is situated on the hospital side of those walls, a minimum of approximately 4m away from the wall to Westfield 

Close and a minimum of approximately 20m away from the wall to Nightingale Close.  On the west and south boundaries and the southern part of the east boundary, the existing security fencing is adjoined by other land/buildings within the hospital complex.

The proposal is to replace the existing 2.5m high security fencing by new more secure 3.6m high fencing to comply with the current NHS Standards for a Low Secure Unit.  The new fencing would be set just inside the existing fencing and the existing fencing would then be removed once the replacement fencing was fully in place.

The new fencing would be polyester powder coated in green.  It is claimed that this will allow the fencing to blend in with its surroundings become inconspicuous.  The style of the fencing will be the same as the existing in relation to the spacing of the vertical and horizontal wire mesh to ensure that the fencing appears to look the same.  The fencing is also designed in a way that it retains good transparency thus reducing its presence on site.

PTO

Due to the existing walls on their rear garden boundaries, and the proposed position of the fencing a reasonable distance away from those walls, I do not consider that the replacement fencing would be in any way overbearing upon the adjoining residential properties to the north and northeast of the site.  I consider it worthy of note that no objections have been received to this application from nearby residents.

I also consider that, due to its design and colour, and its location within the hospital grounds, the replacement fencing will not have any detrimental visual effects upon the general locality.

As such, I can see no objections to the proposed replacement security fencing.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 22 MAY 2012














