
Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - REFUSAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0412/P

	Development Proposed:
	Advertisement application for two sign boards set in a ‘V’ facing both directions of Whalley Road set 1.5m from ground level on land adjacent Whalley Road, Hurst Green.  

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No representations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) - No objection to this proposal.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.



	POLICY REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	Policy G1 – detriment to the visual amenities of the locality.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The proposed advertisement signs would be situated in the corner of a field at the junction of Whalley Road and Knowles Brow on the main Clitheroe to Hurst Green road.  There would be two identical signs positioned in a V formation.  Each sign would be 1.35m high x 2m wide and would be affixed to supporting posts such that the base of the signs would be 1.5m above ground level.  The overall height of the signs would therefore be 2.85m.  The signs are intended to advertise Stonyhurst College and contain the College logo, the word Stonyhurst in white letters and other information including telephone number and website details in smaller gold lettering, all on a maroon background.  In themselves, the signs are not unattractive.  If they were sited at one of the entrances to the college, they might well have been considered to be acceptable.  The signs, however, are approximately 1Km. away from the nearest entrance to the college, in a rural undeveloped location.  As such, the signs are considered to be unnecessary and therefore represent an unnecessary and unjustified intrusion into the visual amenities of this rural locality.  

The Council does not generally authorise signs of this nature that are isolated from the business or facility to which they relate.  One of the main reasons for this is that a permission for any such signs would set a precedent which would make it difficult for the Council to refuse any similar isolated signs for which advertisement consent might be sought in the future.  The overall result of this would be to seriously detract from the appearance and character of the Borough, especially its rural areas.  

For these reasons, it is considered that Advertisement Consent for these signs should be refused.

	RECOMMENDATION: That Advertisement Consent be Refused.


DATE INSPECTED: 





TELEPHONE CLLRS:  YES / NO


DATE:














