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	DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED:
	The proposal is for a ground mounted PV array to be installed in the field to the NW of Worston House, in a low profile arrangement. The proposal also includes the planting of a Thuja screen hedge and the creation of a wildflower meadow in the area of the field surrounding the PV modules.

	AT:
	Worston House Worston Lancashire BB7 1QA

	Ribble Valley Borough Council hereby give notice that permission has been granted for the carrying out of the above development in accordance with the application plans and documents submitted subject to the following condition(s):



	1. 
	The development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years beginning with the date of this permission.

Reason:  Required to be imposed pursuant to Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.



	2. 
	The permission shall relate to the development as shown on Plan Drawing no's Worston-CS, Worston-SP, Worston-PML2 and Worston-PML-20kWp-L. 

Reason:  For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the submitted plans.



	3. 
	No development shall take place on site until a phase one habitat survey has been carried out, the results of which shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority.  Any actions, methods, timings or mitigation measures identified within the survey report shall be fully implemented and adhered to.

REASON: For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure the protection of any native flora and fauna on site when positioning the approved PV modules on site. In accordance with Policy ENV9 of the Local Plan.

P.T.O.

	4. 
	Nothwithstanding the submitted details, the development hereby permitted shall not be commenced until details of the landscaping of the site have been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority.  The scheme shall indicate, as appropriate, the Lancashire hedgerow mix proposed, the wildflower mix proposed and those areas to be seeded, and it shall also include details of any changes of level or landform and the types and details of all fencing and screening.  

The approved landscaping scheme shall be implemented in the first planting season prior to the commencement of the development, whether in whole or part and shall be maintained thereafter for a period of not less than 5 years to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority.  This maintenance shall include the replacement of any tree or shrub which is removed, or dies, or is seriously damaged, or becomes seriously diseased, by a species of similar size to those originally planted.

Reason:  In the interests of the amenity of the area and to protect the setting, character and views into and out of the Worston Conservation Area, in compliance with Policies G1, ENV3 and ENV16 of the Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan, and the guidance contained within the NPPF.



	5. 
	This permission shall expire after 25 years following the date that electricity generated from the PV modules is first connected to the grid.  The Local Planning Authority shall be notified of such date in writing not later than one month from the making of such connection.  After this 25 year period, all the modules hereby authorised shall be removed from the site and the land reinstated to its former condition. unless a further permission for this development has been granted by the Local Planning Authority.

REASON: In order to prevent the modules remaining on site after its use has terminated, in the interests of the visual amenity of the area and in order to avoid conflict with the Local Planning Authority's control of development within the open countryside. In accordance with the guidance contained within the NPPF and the ENV3, ENV25 and ENV26 of the Districtwide Local Plan.



	6. 
	Within 12 months of the cessation of electricity generation, or if the modules cease to be operational for a continuous period of 6 months, they shall all be removed and the land restored to its former condition.

REASON: In order to prevent the modules remaining on site after their use has terminated, in the interests of the visual amenity of the area and in order to avoid conflict with the Local Planning Authority's control of development within the open countryside.  In accordance with the guidance contained within the NPPF and the ENV3, ENV25 and ENV26 of the Districtwide Local Plan.



	7. 
	The stone wall that surrounds the site, shall be retained in its current position in perpetuity.  The modules hereby approved shall be located accordingly.

Reason:  In order to maintain the historic significance, character and setting of this site in its existing state and in perpetuity, in accordance with guidance contained within Local Plan Polcies G1, ENV3 and ENV16, and within the NPPF.



	8. 
	The PV modules hereby approved shall be positioned on site using the ConSole system indicated within the information submitted with the application, or another similar system, only, and shall not be permanently fixed to the ground.

Reason: To prevent/reduce the permanent damage on the site in accordance with Policy ENV9 of the Local Plan.

P.T.O.




Relevant planning policy

	Policy G1 - Development Control


	Policy ENV3 - Development in Open Countryside


	Policy ENV9 - Important Wildlife Site


	Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas


	Policy ENV24 - Renewable Energy


	Policy ENV25 - Renewable Energy


	Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.


	NPPF


	Worston Conservation Area Appraisal (April 2007).


	Biological Heritage Sites guidelines (1998). 


	Summary of reasons for approval

The proposal represents an appropriate form of development and given its design, size and location would not result in visual detriment to the Worston Conservation Area or surrounding countryside, nor would its use have an adverse impact on the character and setting of the Conservation Area.



	


Note(s)

	1. 
	For rights of appeal in respect of any condition(s)/or reason(s) attached to the permission see the attached notes.



	2. 
	The applicant is advised that should there be any deviation from the approved plan the Local Planning Authority must be informed.  It is therefore vital that any future Building Regulation application must comply with the approved planning application.


JOHN HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
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