Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: JM/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0487/P

	Development Proposed:
	Installation of bell externally to the church of St Mary’s Church, Whalley Road, Sabden

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No observations received at the time of preparing this report.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	M/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV17 - Details Required with Proposals in Conservation Areas.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This proposal is for the erection of a small bell to be located at the side of the southern elevation of the St Mary’s Church, Whalley Road, Sabden.  It is situated in the Conservation Area.  The bell and its supporting mechanism is to be at a height of approximately 6m and the bell itself would measure approximately 0.35m x 0.420m.  It is to be of a brass construction.  In visual terms, the bell will be seen against the main backdrop of the building and I do not consider would be harmful to the character of the building or the Conservation Area.

In many respects, I consider the structure could be regarded as de minimums in that it is so insignificant in size and nature so as not to warrant the need for formal planning permission.  However, it could be argued that the potential use of the bell with the introduction of additional noise, that this in itself could affect the Conservation Area so as to warrant a formal planning application.  Notwithstanding that point, I do not consider that there is any significant visual impact caused by the proposal.  The applicant in the supporting statement has indicated that the purpose of the bell is for ringing during church services and special occasions and as such it is unlikely to be used in a manner that would adversely affect the residential amenity of local residents, due to noise issues.  Notwithstanding that point, should there become a noise issue, this could possibly be controlled by a separate legislation.  EHO have raised no concerns subject to a condition restricting the hours of use and duration of bell ringing.

	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal would not adversely affect the setting of the Conservation Area nor adjacent residential amenity.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 5 July 2012














