Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0574/P

	Development Proposed:
	Certificate of Lawful Development for proposed works to stream crossing point over Easington Brook to include the demolition of the existing structure, followed by construction of the replacement structure, involving sheet piling, shuttering and pouring concrete. No new or altered access, drainage or hard standing required.  Manor House Farm, Easington Road, Slaidburn, Lancashire.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council - Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies – Additional Representations

	N/A


	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	N/A



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application seeks a legal determination to formalise that planning permission would not be required for proposed works to two existing stream crossing points over Easington Brook.  The works require the demolition of the existing concrete structures, followed by construction of the replacement structure, involving sheet piling, shuttering and pouring concrete to create more of a bridge structure over the brook, instead of a Fjord, and thereby improving water flow underneath the river crossing and thereby seek to improve the ecology of the brook.  There will be no new or altered access, drainage or hard standing required.

In order to assess whether or not this would be permitted development, we must assess the proposal against Schedule 2, Part 15 of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 that considers development/work to be carried out by what was the National Rivers Authority.  This is relevant as this covers work now carried out by the Environment Agency or other such bodies like the Ribble Catchment Trust (who is the applicant).

Class A(f) notes that ‘Development by the NRA, for the purposes of their functions, consisting of any other development in, on, over or under their operational land, other than the provision of a building but including the extension or alteration of a building’ would be permitted development.  On this basis, given the minor nature of the development and the minimal visual impact it will have, I satisfied that the operations described in the application would be lawful, and I recommend accordingly.


	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	N/A



	RECOMMENDATION: That a Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed works be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: N/A














